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Nepal Owl Festival 2013

Sharanpur, Chitwan, 1-3 March
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Nepal Owl Festival 2013 was celebrated on March 13, 2013 at Mangalpur-9, Chitwan district in
order to encourage local people take up owl conservation in the area. The festival was
organized on the occasion of international festival of owls and included different activities such
as powerpoint presentation on owl conservation, bird watching competition, bird co nservation
bhajan, traditional Gurung dance, posters display, owl photo and sketch exhibition, owl face
painting, signature campaign for owl hospital and many more. It is estimated that around 1850
people (including 550 who attained the owl conservation camps) in festival got the message
about owl conservation directly by visiting the festival while at least one mil lion people
benefited through different m edias spreading owl conservation messages

Report prepared by: Raju Acharya and Yadav Ghimirey
Friends of Nature, Nepal

Photos by: Ram Lama, Manoj Shakya Panju, Roshan Bhanda and Birendra K hatait
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Overviewof the festival

Nepal has ben home to 21 species of owls which is nearly 10 percent of the total owl
species found in the world. However none of the species are considéreatened
globally while only sevespecies are classified as ratally threatened. Habitat loss and
illegal trade are consideredbiggest threats to their survival. Also conservation
awareness on owls is amazingly low in the country which makes it extremely important
for conservationists to make people aware in order to make sure that the anthropogenic
threats ae reduced Thisis exactly why this festivakasconceptualized. The owl festival
has been celebrated in Nepal since 2012 however this is the first time it has been
organized as owl festival (It was organized as owl conservation program in 2012).
Setidev community forest users groupas the joint organizer of the festival.

Venue
The venue for the festival was Sharanpt C M I N A
Mangalpur9, Chitwan district. The geographi
coordinates of the venue i27°41'1.21"N and o] —
84°19'39.80"Eand is situated at an altituel of 174 @
meters above sea level. [l ® 1A

Local house at Sharanpur, Chitwan



Duration

The festival was conducted or3lmarch 2013.

Owl conservation camg(for students) ‘ :

Owl conservation camps targeted
school students were also carrie
out. The main olgctive of these
camps was to impart ow
conservationconcepts in the tender
minds of the students. Altogether
two such camps were conducte
during which more than 100
students got an opportunity to lear
about owls, their status, biology anc
conservation. i

Mr. Raju Acharya conducting owl conservation camp in the school

Owl conservation camiffor
public)

Owl conservation camps aimed
at local people were also
conducted in order to spread
the conservation message of
owls at the grass root level. A
total of 250 and 300 people
attended the two programs
conducted on ¥ March and &
March 2013espectively

Mr. Yadav Ghimirey sharothe owl conservation issues &haranpur



The big day celebration

One day bird watching competition which wgsopularly termed as "Big Day
Celebration" was also conducted during the festival. This was probably the first such
competition organized in the codry. A total of B birders participated in the
competition in whichMr. Hem Subedi from Bird Education Society becdinst while

Anil Kumar Gurung and Tulsi Subedi were second and third respectively.
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Bird 'expers, naturalistsand birders looking for birds at Setidevi co~mfﬁuniw forest

Dandibiyo Competition

Dandibiyo is the national game of Nepal however no formahgetitions are organized
in the country Thisgame needs revitalization in the country and this competitioming
the festivalwas a greastart for this causeA total of eight teams participated in the
event. Sharanpur yuva samuh@umba chaur yuva sapand Jai Buddhama samuh
stood first, second and third respectively.
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Local women teantompeting with male team which is rare in Nepal



Bird watching

Bird watching was a regular feature during the festival. This event was organized in
order to elewate the interest of people towards birding which in turn will aid in their
conservation.Renowned birder Som GC led the bird watching on the first day while
Yadav Ghimireyvas the leader on the third dayrhere was no bird watching on the
second day due tthe main activities.

Glimpses of bird watching at Setidevi community forest, Chitwan



