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Wish Message!

“or the past 13 years we have been working on issues related to research and conservation 
of Clouded Leopard in Nepal. These include carrying out surveys to assess their presence-
absence in certain areas, estimating their abundance-occupancy in areas where they are 
present, assessing the threats they have been facing in their natural habitat and sensitize 
people on how can they be conserved. We have produced radio programs and posters on 
clouded leopard conservation before and this booklet is another effort in the same direction. 
We hope that this booklet will serve two purposes i.e. 1) help student enjoy themselves while 
reading and 2) sensitize students on Clouded Leopard conservation. Special thanks goes to 
Mr. Bikash Ghimire and Suman Sapkota for the publication of this booklet. 

Good luck!

Sunil Thapa
Chairperson

Friends of Nature
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Siddhartha is like every other kid in his school—cheerful and curious. An 

adventure-seeker, he asks his parents if he can visit his grandfather during his 

school holidays. His grandfather is a sheep herder who spends most of his 

time in the forest. Though Siddhartha's parents do not like the idea, they have 

no choice but to let their son visit the old man. Siddhartha's father takes him 

to his grandfather's corral in the forest, then returns home. 

Siddhartha: Namaste Grandfather! I am here to see you. 

Grandfather: Oh, what a nice surprise! What brings you here?

Siddhartha: I wanted to see you and help you with your work.

Grandfather (Amused): You want to help me? Are you sure?

Siddhartha: Why not? Don't you believe me?

Grandfather (Trying to look convinced): Sure I do! I was just kidding with you.

Siddhartha: I am  little tired today. I will help you from tomorrow, ok?

Grandfather: Oh, yes my boy! Eat this food and have a good sleep. We will 
work from tomorrow.

The Friendly 
Clouded Leopard
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 Siddhartha eats a little rice with vegetables and goes to bed. 
When he wakes up in the morning, he can not see his grandfather in the 
corral. He is a little surprised, but without getting afraid, he goes 
outside and finds his grandfather milking cows. Siddhartha smiles 
because he loves milk. 

Siddhartha: Grandpa! How many cows and sheep do we have?

Grandfather: Oh, do not ask! We had many more before. Thanks to  
Clouded Leopard, not many remain now.

Siddhartha was shocked but at the same time curious about the 
strange-sounding animal.

Siddhartha: Clouded Leopard? What a fancy name. I have never heard it 
before. What does it look like grandpa?

Grandfather: I've never seen one but other herders say it feeds on our 
livestock. I have seen a Common Leopard three times though. 

But Siddhartha doesn't hear as he is already lost in his own thoughts 
about the Clouded Leopard. He makes up his mind to visit the forest 
and search for it after lunch. After some time he eats, then without 
asking his grandfather he quietly enters the dense forest. 
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After walking for nearly 10 minutes Siddhartha starts feeling like he 

is surrounded by something. Around him the trees are shaking. The 

boy repeats under his breath “I'm not scared. I'm not scared,” but his 

face shows his fear. He looks behind him, then up into the trees. He 

sees langur monkeys in the tree and hears them making noise.  

Suddenly one of them asks.

Langur: What are you looking for, kid?

Siddhartha (uneasily): I'm looking for Clouded Leopard. Do you know 
where can I find him?

Langur: Oh, he is not easy to find! We rarely see him. You need to be 
very lucky or patient. Sometimes, he chases after us. His climbing 
skills are as good as ours so we are always on the lookout for him. 
Still he has killed many of us.
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Siddhartha (Excitedly): Really? Clouded Leopard climbs trees?

Langur: I told you—he can climb as well as us. He's an expert climber!

Siddhartha: Thank you very much for the information! I have to keep going.

Langur: Alright, take care!

Siddhartha starts walking again, with a glint in his eyes. He's happy to have 

learned more about Clouded Leopard. Walking along a dangerous, cliff-side 

trail, he notices slight movement in the shrubs ahead. Alert, Siddhartha 

moves slowly hoping to find Clouded Leopard but it is a Barking Deer. With 

reddish coloured fur and pointed antlers (horns) the male deer looks very 

handsome. The deer suddenly stops and carefully looks towards Siddhartha. 

A little worried, Siddhartha confidently asks to Barking Deer. 

Siddhartha: Have you seen Clouded Leopard?

Barking Deer: Why do you ask?

Siddhartha: He has been killing my grandfather’s sheep and cows. I have come 

to teach him a lesson.

Barking Deer: Are you sure? I think he likes eating only monkeys and deer. 

Siddhartha: I have heard he can climb trees. Is that true?
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Barking Deer: For him, climbing trees is fun. He also has very good hearing ability 
and he is very fast in chasing his prey. You will not know if he is far away or just 
behind you. We need to be very careful because he can suddenly attack us.

Siddhartha: Wow, that is amazing! How do you stay safe?

Barking Deer: We are always very careful. No matter what we are doing, every few 
seconds we glance around the area. We also test the air for his scent—if the wind 
is blowing from the right direction, we'll know he's there. 

Siddhartha: That is very good to know. Thanks and goodbye. I have to keep 
moving.

Lost in thought, Siddhartha starts walking again. His mind now is totally focused 
on the creature his grandfather hates, but which now seems to have many 
admirable traits. The climbing skill, quietness and quickness of Clouded Leopard 
have captured Siddhartha's imagination. 

He walks for sometime before a rustling of leaves catches his attention. 
Siddhartha hides behind a thick bush and scans the area. About 20 meters away 
is a stocky, cat-like creature with a long, thick tail moving towards a big oak tree 
with amazing swiftness. It reaches the base of the tree in a flash, springs onto the 
trunk, and starts climbing. Siddhartha is amazed. He is not sure what to do. The 
animal is now sitting on the first branch from the ground. 

After considering, Siddhartha decides to confront the creature. He emerges from 
the bush and walks towards the tree. Curious yet unfazed, the cat looks at the 
boy. Siddhartha is confused—he doesn't want to return back but is scared to go 
further. He gathers the courage to speak, and stammers:

Siddhartha: Who… Who are you?

Clouded Leopard: I am Clouded Leopard. 
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Siddhartha (excited): Really? 

Clouded Leopard: Do you doubt it?

Siddhartha (confused): No.  

Clouded Leopard: Who are you? And why are you here?

Siddhartha: I have been looking for you. A lot of herders who use this forest blame 

you and Common Leopard for killing their animals, including my grandfather. Is it 

true?

Clouded Leopard: The herders are correct but there are many factors that push us 

towards human settlements and livestock corrals. 

Siddhartha: What do you mean?

Clouded Leopard: We mostly avoid human settlements—they can be dangerous for 

us. But as the human population has grown a lot in recent years, much forest area 

has been cut down to make way for villages and farm fields.

Siddhartha: Really? I did not know that.

Clouded Leopard: Also, although humans raise animals like cows, sheep, goats, pigs 

and chickens, they still hunt wild animals like deer for meat, which is really a big 

problem for us—when there are few animals here in the forest we have no option 

but to kill livestock. 

Siddhartha: Humans kill those beautiful deer. I never knew this. I will tell my family.
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dnfO{ l9nf eO;Sof] . ltd|f] h+un a;fO z'e /xf];\ . 

l;4fy{M w]/} w]/} wGojfb ⁄
cfgf] nIo k"/f u/]kl5 l;4fy{ cfgf] xh'/a'jfsf] uf]7tkm{ kmsL{P . cgf}7f] lrt'jf;“usf] Tof] 
cljid/0fLo e]6 l;4fy{n] cem} ljZjf; ug{ ;ls/x]sf] 5}g . Tof] e]6kl5 l;4fy{n] ;'Gb/ jg / 
jGohGt' arfpg s]xL g s]xL ug]{ c7f]6 lnPsf 5g\ .



Clouded Leopard: Listen boy, there is more. People also kill us to sell our body parts. 

And often they say it is because we kill their livestock, but it is not always true. 

There is an even bigger problem these days—people building dams and roads in our 

habitat without properly understanding how that can degrade the environment. 

Siddhartha: That is very bad!

Clouded Leopard: Yes but there are some good people in this world. Last year, I was 

trapped while chasing a goat near a corral at the edge of this forest. A guy talked 

with the owner of that corral and requested him to let me go. I would not be here 

talking to you now if he had not been there. 

Siddhartha: I'll do that too if I find any trapped wildlife. I will also tell my friends and 

family about how our actions are disturbing wild animals and their habitat. Not 

everyone cares only about money—there are also lots of people who are genuinely 

fighting for you all.

Clouded Leopard: That's good to know kid. Thank you so much! I have to go, I'm 

getting late for my hunt. Have a nice time in the jungle! 

Siddhartha: Thank you so much!

His mission accomplished, Siddhartha starts walking back to his grandfather's 

corral, hardly believing he has met the strange Clouded Leopard, and determined to 

do something to protect the forest and its animals.
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