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When Nepal Owl Festival was organized for the first time in Nepal 1n 2012, we never thought that the
festival would grow to this proportion both in magnitude and the impact it will have on people. The
festival currently is one of the biggest conservation events in the country. The festival has its own set
of management challenges as the venue for the festival keeps changing every year however there’s a
distinct advantage 1.e. of disseminating owl conservation messages on a larger spatial areas. After all
the festival was conceived to reach every groups and class in society with owl conservation message.

It 1s also important, though, to understand that the festival doesn’t just talks about owl conservation

1ssues. It also aims to help in elevating eco-tourism in the venues by promoting local culture and local
games. It 1s important to note that locals have been wholeheartedly contributing 50% of the festival
expenses which also highlights the importance of this festival for people who want to organize. The
event also takes the opportunity to award and felicitate prominent conservationists and researchers
based on their contributions. This digital book compiles the personal profile of all awarded individual
and organization. The information on the awardees has been kept the same as they were provided during
the time they were awarded.

Nepal has been blessed to have many committed researchers and conservationists however we have
awarded only few of them because of many reasons. Award is just an act of appreciation; our actual goal
is nature conservation. We wish you keep working for nature conservation. Thank you every one who
has helped in conservation.

gfeter arar Sunil Thapa
3reger Chairman
sehfciept @dfiE® Friends of Nature
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‘Nature Conservation Award’ in glimpse
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Mr. Avinash Chaudhary

Avinash Chaudhary
has been working as a
reporter  based 1n
Dhangadhi for two
daily newspapers
. namely, ‘Gorkhapatra’
' and ‘The Rising Nepal’.
- He is also the News
coordinator for
‘Paschim Today’, a local
- media. In the past, he
~ has also worked as an
editor for “Hamara
Pahura Tharu” and as a
reporter for “Shree
Nepal Times” a daily
newspaper. Chaudhary
started his career in
journalism writing
news reports on

environmental
conservation and has had an experience of 13 years just by the age of
31. He has brought over six dozen of cases/issues related to
conservation in the light of public via feature and news. He often
writes about birds, including owls. He hasn’t limited himself to news
reporting but has worked actively in their conservation too.

Avinash Chaudhary is highly inspired by the works of Bhojraj
Shrestha from Kailali district. He has a keen interest in photography,
travelling to new places and communicating with local people. He
regards human wildlife conflict, poaching of wild animals and habitat
destruction as major challenges to conservation compounded by low
funding from government and lack of coordination between concerned
stakeholders.
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Mr. Bishwanath Rijal

Bishwanath Rijal lives in
Tarkeshwor Municipality,
Kathmandu and has been
continuously working to
conserve the environment
for a decade now. He has
been working as a
coordinator in LVDI Inc.
' and President for Green
Guard Nepal for the past
~ three years.

Rijal has  successfully
d rescued up to 60 animals
(B including five owls. He has
p\\‘\&‘\r—‘{\\i {s)qso written 30 articles on
'Nim _-‘.\)- lodiversity conservation,

three of which are on owls. While working as a science teacher for
almost 17 years, he encouraged students to work for nature. He also
worked as an editor for “Green Guard” magazine which, provided
platform to a number of students to disseminate their opinions on
conservation. He has also run over hundred awareness campaigns to
sensitize students and general public on conservation issues. Rijal also
led the celebration of ‘Monkey day’ for four years now. In recent years,
Rijal has been working to control hunting and poaching of wild
animals.

W%

Bishwanath Rijal is inspired by the works of Dr. Chia LL Tan and Dr.
Andy “John” Phillips. He expresses the need of a separate authority to
work in the field of wildlife research and conservation. Rijal stresses
over the need of attention and cooperation between concerned
organizations and individuals in this field.
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Mr. Manashanta Ghimire
Currently residing at ——7

Lakeside, Pokhara, il f
Manashanta Ghimire is a o ®)
well-known name in the WaterfOWl Stat'us
field of bird conservation. a

He 1is the founding N € p

president of ‘Pokhara Bird
Society’ and has been
persistently working in the
area of bird conservation
for a decade now.

Manshanta
President, Pokhar

He 1s a birding guide by
profession and also been
working as visiting
lecturer of Ornithology in
the Institute of Forestry,
Pokhara. Ghimire has
organized over 150
birdwatching events and has been involved in rescue and
rehabilitation of over 40 wild animals, five of which include owls.
Pokhara Bird Fair and Nepal Bird Fair, organized in his
leadership, were highly commended for their success in
propagating the message on the status and conservation of birds.
He has been directly involved in research related to five birds and
firmly believes in the need of disseminating such research works
to the light of public. He has already published two bird books and
1s working on the next two. In addition, he has also published
twenty technical reports and research articles.
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Mr. Laxman Prasad Poudyal

Laxman Prasad Poudyal |
lives 1n Tyanglaphaant, ?
Kirtipur. He 1s currently
based in Sukla Phanta
National Park n
Kanchanpur District as the
Chief Warden. Poudyal has
been contributing to the
field of conservation for 28
years now during his
involvement 1n  various
positions at Annapurna
Conservation Area, Chitwan National Park (NP), Sagarmatha NP and
Shivapuri-Nagarjuna NP.

Poudyal has been directly involved in the research of Pheasants,
Vultures, Lesser Adjutant and Bengal Florican and has published over
15 research articles. He has authored three and co-authored two books.
He has organized ten birdwatching events and conservation education
programs in four schools. He had significant involvement during
preparation of Red List of birds in Nepal. Furthermore, he also played
a pivotal role in creating conservation work plan for Rhino, Gharial,
Snow Leopard, Pangolin, Pheasants, and Red Panda.

Poudyal is inspired by the works of Dr. Hem Sagar Baral. He relishes
birding and travelling. Poudyal firmly believes the need to simplify the
procedure involved in research permit and also stresses over the need
of government to fund the research projects to facilitate the growth
and ensure the future of research field.
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Mr. Ramji Gautam

Ramji Gautam who originally
hails from Machapuchhre Rural
Municipality-6, Dhital of Kaski
district is currently a resident of
Pokhara-1 Simpani. He
completed his zoology degree in
1997 and for the past two decades
he has been working as a lecturer
at Prithvi Narayan Multiple
Campus, Pokhara. He is the
Secretary of Zoological Society of
Pokhara and Snake Conservation
Society Nepal and 1i1s a life
member of Bird Conservation

Nepal and four other organizations.

Mr. Gautam's journey in the conservation sector started nearly 20 years ago
with his work on Kalij pheasant. Since 2002, he has been involved in vulture
research and conservation and has conducted 20 vulture conservation camps
in schools of Kaski, Syangja and Palpa districts. He has over 20 publications
including eight research articles, four of which are peer reviewed. His opinion
and advice on national conservation issues has been often quoted in news
media, including Kantipur Television, Kathmandu Post, Annapurna Post and
Kantipur Daily. He has also given many interviews on local radio stations.
Recently he has been actively involved in snake conservation in the country.

He has given 30 speeches on snake conservation and has been involved in over
30 snake rescue and release operations. He has led several research projects
on herpetofauna, vultures, water birds and Kalij Pheasant in Pokhara which
has tremendously helped to document the richness of biodiversity in the valley.
He was instrumental in initiating weekly hikes to teach students about wildlife
identification and is also an editor of the scientific journal published by Prithvi
Narayan Multiple Campus.

Mr. Gautam has facilitated two owl rescue operations and two owl conservation
camps. He recently helped establish artificial nests in his campus premises
when the residing owls were displaced due to ongoing construction works. Mr.
Gautam's grandmother has been highly influential in shaping up his love for
nature conservation. His hobbies include observing wildlife behavior, rescuing
wildlife and imparting conservation awareness to students.
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Mr. Yadav Prasad Acharya

Yadav Prasad Acharya was born in 1978 A.D. in Bagalamukhi Mandir Tole
of Gulariya, Bardla He is the eldest member of his family of five. It has been

: 12 years since he started his career
as a journalist working for local
media. Over the years he has worked
for many reputed news organizations
including Image Channel Television,
Himalaya Times Daily,
Hamrakura.com and Bageshwori FM
(Nepalgunj). He is currently working
as the Bardia correspondent of
Annapurna Post, one of the nation’s
leading daily. For the past seven
years, under his leadership,
| Churekunja, weekly newspaper has
been publishing news addressing

various local environmental issues.

So far, Mr. Acharya has published over 100 news articles including featured
articles and documentaries. He has been covering issues such as tiger
status/census, rhino translocation/census/issues, Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA), Dolphin conservation, Blackbuck conservation, Vulture
conservation, status of protected areas, human-wildlife conflict, illegal
hunting and trade, etc. He has published four owl related articles and has
also been involved in two owl rescue events. He has also participated in over
24 conservation awareness camps.

One of his main goals i1s to highlight issues on biodiversity conservation
through news media. He wants to establish a media house in the future and
has already taken the initiative by starting the Churekunja weekly. He
believes that to conserve nature, the efforts of few is not enough, which is
why he wants to urge the government to work with the local people and
conservationists to achieve this goal. He believes that much work is needed
to address issues on human-wildlife conflict in Nepal, and that the
government should help conservationists and provide wholehearted support
to them.
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Bird Conservation Nepal

Established in 1982, Bird Conservation Nepal (BCN) is
the leading organization focusing on the conservation
of birds and their habitats in Nepal. It seeks to promote
Interest in birds amongst the general public, encourage
research on birds and identify major threats to birds'
continued survival. As a result, BCN is the foremost
scientific authority on birds and provides scientific
data and expertise for the Government of Nepal for
overall bird conservation in the country.

As a Birdlife International partner, a network of more than 110
organizations around the world, BCN is engaged in monitoring the
status of Nepal’s bird and ensuring their protection. With the
1dentification of 37 critical sites of birds known as Important Bird and
Biodiversity Areas (IBAs) — occurring in forests, grasslands and
freshwater ecosystems — BCN is playing a key role in conserving
nationally and globally threatened birds.

BCN is also committed to showing the value of birds and their special
relationship with people. They work with communities, conservation
partners, government agencies, civil society and the general public and
advocate the need for peoples' participation as future stewards to
attain long-term conservation goals. It has played a pivotal role in
helping vultures bounce back from extinction by advocating the ban of
diclofenac use in the country. It is currently working on releasing
captive bred vultures in the wild which will be a landmark in species
conservation in Nepal. It also promotes wvulture research and
conservation among youths through Jatayu Scholarship program.

BCN has conducted over 3700 Bird Conservation Camps and over 2500
Bird Watching Events. The number of scientific publications exceeds
100 and number of bird checklists, book and newsletter publication is
around 375. This includes the 2010 Red List assessment for birds of
Nepal which was published in the book State of Nepal’s Birds 2010.
BCN has also been actively disseminating bird related information to
public with over 90 interviews and radio programs and over 5000 news
articles. Among them, work related to owls include around 10 articles,
25 conservation camps and over 50 owl rescue events.
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Mr. Krishna Prasad Bhusal

Krishna Prasad Bhusal
has been working on
vulture research and
conservation for around a
decade. He has travelled
across 56 out of 77
districts of Nepal and
conducted conservation
programs and activities.

Bhusal has participated
in 143 public awareness
camps and programs
focused on birds and
biodiversity conservation.
A He has contributed as
coauthor on 3 different books on vultures and has organized 36 vulture
conservation camps in various schools and colleges. He has also helped
spread conservation awareness by appearing on various radio and
television programs. He has published scientific research articles on
birds, and written several other articles, of which 8 are on owls. He
contributed important information on the status of various owl species
while preparing the National Red List on the status of birds.

Inspired by renowned veteran ornithologist Dr. Hem Sagar Baral, Mr.
Bhusal enjoys travelling and writing. He likes collecting indigenous
knowledge and strongly believes in participatory conservation. He
wants to continue his work on vulture research and conservation in
the near future. He thinks that stakeholder involvement and unity is
necessary for any conservation effort to be successful.
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Ms. Shova Manandhar

. been involved in
journalism for a long
time. She has 17 years of
experience working in

different media
platforms including
Nepal Television

(England), Metro FM,
Channel Nepal, and
Future in our hands
(Norway). Her
experience ranges from
being a producer, reporter, editor, and cameraperson.

For the past 9 years, she has been working as a producer and presenter
for Nepal Forum for Environmental Journalist (NEFEJ). She is also in
the production team of television programs Aakhijhyal and Naya
Pusta, which are very popular TV shows that highlights various issues
in Nepalese society.

Ms. Manandhar who completed her MBA degree from Tribhuwan
University in 2001, has been advocating environmental and
conservation issues for almost a decade. Her main interest lies in
understanding the effects of development on livelihood, natural
environment, and biodiversity. She has written numerous
environmental news reports and produced over 200 video reports and
documentaries. Her programs have focused on a wide range of
environmental topics including owl conservation. She has covered
1ssues such as — biodiversity conservation, environmental pollution,
natural disaster, watershed conservation, climate change,
development, energy sector, etc.

She enjoys travelling, reading, and working with rural communities.

She wants to continue her work and help highlight issues on
biodiversity conservation through media.
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Mr. Bed Bahadur Khadka

At the age of 53, Bed |
Bahadur Khadka has a [
rich experience of working
in 6 different protected
areas 1n Nepal, ranging
from the plains of Terai to
the high mountains. He
started as a ranger at the
Department of National
Park and Wildlife
Conservation (DNPWO),
and 1s currently working
as an Assistant SEEEEEE
Conservation Officer at Chitwan National Park.

During his 30 years of work, he has worked in research and
conservation of many species such as Red Panda, Rhinoceros, Royal
Bengal Tiger, Hispid Hare, Bengal Florican, Gharial Crocodile,
Mugger Crocodile, Spotted Deer, Bar-headed Goose, Vultures, winter
migratory birds, etc. He has also rescued and rehabilitated around a
dozen owls in the wild.

He has conducted over 200 conservation awareness camps and
published over 50 articles in various newspapers, newsletters, and
magazines. He also has over 20 research articles published in national
and international scientific journals, 10 of which are on birds. He has
travelled to India, Sri Lanka, and South Africa to share his experiences
on crocodile research and conservation in Nepal.

An avid birder and crocodile enthusiast, Mr. Khadka i1s very
passionate about working in nature. His future plans include opening
a private crocodile breeding center, and a nature park for birds. He
believes that there is a need to increase public awareness of the
importance of small wildlife and through this we can move closer to
our goal of biodiversity conservation.
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Dr. Bharat Raj Subba

Originally hailing from
Gajurmukhi-3, Ilam, Dr.
Bharat Raj Subba is a
workhorse in the field of
bird conservation in Nepal.
His enthusiasm knows no
bounds. Having retired as
Associate Prof. from Post
Graduate campus,
Biratnagar he has taken up
the position of adjunct Prof.
at Agricultural and
Forestry University,
Chitwan. Second son out of
10 siblings, he is an avid
admirer of Mr. Hari Sharan
Kazi “Nepali” from whom he drew inspiration for birding. He has great
interest in the birds of eastern Nepal and is currently serving as
president of Nepal Biological Society, Biratnagar.

Dr. Subba's contribution to the field of wildlife conservation in eastern
Nepal is extraordinary. He has helped organize bird watching event
for a mind boggling 554 times in eastern Nepal. He is also the chief
editor of the online biological journal “Our Nature”. Publishing
Journal is an arduous task however he has been doing it efficiently
since 2003, which also provides an indication of his dedication. He has
52 scientific articles to his credit. Scientific research and publication
are not the only thing he excels in. He also believes that people at grass
root level can only conserve if they know the reason for conserving.
Hence, he has organized wildlife/bird conservation camps (25), written
articles in newspapers (55) and given interviews (30). He has also
protected owl chicks (Rock Eagle owl and Brown Fish owl) on several
occasions by barring intruders near their nest and eventually helping
them to fly. Since birds migrate outside the protected areas too he
suggests improving conservation measures outside the protected areas
for better conservation.
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Mr. Tim Inskipp and Ms. Carol Inskipp

Mr. Timothy Peter Inskipp and
Ms. Carol Inskipp, known more
commonly as Tim and Carol
Inskipp in Indian subcontinent,
have popularized birding in this
part of the world with their
regular birding trips and |
excellent field guides on birds of
this region. Originally hailing
from England, their admiration
for this region is special. Their
contribution to bird research
and conservation has left a long
lasting legacy which is almost impossible to emulate. Currently an
independent consultant, Tim has served at prestigious organizations
like World Conservation Monitoring Centre, Cambridge and Oriental
Bird Club, Bedford in the UK while Carol also served at Oriental Bird
Club as Secretary/Conservation Officer.

Tim visited Nepal for the first time in 1970-71. His second visit was in
1977 with Carol. Since then there have been many visits, the most
recent being in 2016 for carrying out activities for publishing State of
Nepal’s Birds (2016). They have written over 30 books/field guides on
birds that include Birds of Indian subcontinent and Birds of Nepal. It
has helped to better understand the status of these bird species in the
country. Carol Inskipp has also coauthored important books such as
Important Bird Areas of Nepal (2005), Important Bird and
Biodiversity Areas of Nepal (2016), State of Nepal’s Birds (2004) and
State of Nepal’s Birds (2010). Beside this, Carol has also also worked
on the status assessment of 241 bird species from Nepal which was
compiled to publish the book State of Nepal’s Birds (2016) coauthored
with Dr. Hem Sagar Baral. With a wealth of knowledge on birds of
Nepal and their status, they suggest using web based applications to
document occurrence data of bird species in Nepal for better
knowledge about their geographic distribution. “Also important is
providing some degree of protection to the important bird and
biodiversity areas located outside the protected areas”, they suggest.
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Dr. Hem Sagar Baral

First person to complete a doctorate on
birds from Nepal, Dr. Hem Sagar Baral is
among the finest bird
researcher/conservationists to come out of
Nepal. He admires Mr. Brian Houghton
Hodgson for his colossal work in
documenting Himalayan biodiversity and
has ably followed his idol's steps. He also
stresses the 1importance of role by
communities coexisting with nature and
thus loves exploring various parts of the
country and learns from  these
communities. Born in Prakashpur,
Sunsari, Dr. Baral has been 1n the field of
wildlife conservation for 30 years already.
He currently lives with his family at
Gairidhara, Kathmandu and serves as Country Representative for
Zoological Society of London, the world’s earliest conservation organization.

Dr. Baral's contribution to the field of wildlife research and conservation in
Nepal is herculean and the list of his accomplishments is remarkable. He
effectively sowed the seed of vulture conservation in Nepal by advocating
and persuading the government to ban Diclofenac while he was at Bird
Conservation Nepal. Vulture conservation program is considered by many
to be the most successful conservation program in Nepal. Birding has been
his passion. Hence, he established Koshi bird observatory at Koshi during
his time as chief technical advisor at Himalayan Nature for promoting bird
research in Nepal. He also contributed in making birding popular in Nepal
by translating the book 'Birds of Nepal'. His other publication works include
six books, more than 100 scientific journal articles, and nearly 30 bird
featured articles in various magazines to share his knowledge extensively
with both scientific and general audience. He has also shared his knowledge
through more than 100 TV and radio interviews. His works on owls include
national status assessment of nine owl species in Nepal which was a part of
bird species national red list project and establishing nest boxes for barn
owls across Kathmandu valley. According to him illiteracy and poverty are
two reasons that impede conservation. He believes that government needs
to act swiftly and responsibly and we conservationists need to act as
facilitators, never losing hope.
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Mr. Krishnamani Baral

A permanent resident of Pokhara sub-
metropolis 6, Baidam, Mr.
Krishnamani Baral's pen moves
effortlessly when he starts writing
about the 1issues of biodiversity ®
conservation. He is currently affiliated
with Annapurna Post and has worked R
as reporter for reputed media houses in 4

Pokhara including Samadhan Raashtriya Dainik and Hlmdoot Dainik
in the past. Eldest son in the family of nine, he has been involved in
the field of journalism for 18 years and counting. He was born in
Nuwarthok-7 and completed his graduation in English literature and
Sociology from Prithvi Narayan Campus, Pokhara. His motivation to
write and work for conservation is highly influenced by Mr. Raju
Acharya, whose leadership, he says, has been noteworthy in the field
of biodiversity conservation.

His contribution to the field of conservation in the country through
journalism i1s exemplary, especially in the recent years. Important
contributions include nearly seven dozen articles, both news and
feature articles, on different components of biodiversity including bird
conservation, lakes of Pokhara, wetland conservation, illegal wildlife
trade, human wildlife conflict and global warming and its impact. He
believes that making students and people aware on biodiversity
conservation issues will bear fruits in the future. To act on his belief,
he has organized 35 conservation awareness camps for school students
of Kathmandu, Pokhara, Nawalparasi and Tanahun. He loves taking
photos of wildlife and believes that these photos can serve in promoting
conservation awareness among people. With this belief, he has been
making special contribution to vulture conservation by exhibiting his
own photos for generating people’s awareness regularly for 10 years.
Similar exhibitions have also been organized in Pokhara and
Lekhnath in order to raise people's awareness about nine lakes of
Pokhara, Seti river, rivers of Lekhnath municipality, local wetlands,
other lakes and wetland birds. His contribution to owl conservation is
also praiseworthy having rehabilitated and released owls on 26
occasions. He has also contributed by writing seven feature articles on
owls.
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Mr. Ramesh Kumar Thapa

If Nepal was able to
celebrate three Zero
poaching years in almost as
many years, it is because of
dedicated conservationists,
like Ramesh Kumar Thapa,
who have been working
N tirelessly without a second
=~ thought. He was born on 19
= July 1969 at Setidobhan-8,
Syangja district. Currently
. living in Karkado 9, Banke
dlstrlct he has served in various protected areas of the country after
completing his I.Sc. in forestry from institute of Forestry, Pokhara. He
idolizes Dr. Shant Raj Jnawali who led many research and
conservation work during his tenure in Bardia NP.

_,,-,..\
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Currently deployed in Bardia National Park as assistant chief warden
he regularly joins patrolling units to keep an eye on illegal activities
inside the park. This proved quite a success and 250 guns in total were
handed over to the national park office. Having been in the
conservation field for more than 32 years now, he has also rescued
many species of owls and brought many poachers involved in their
trade under the law. His contribution has also been very nicely
documented by WWF International in a 15 min documentary film titled
"On the Frontlines of Tiger Conservation" which has been viewed by
more than 22,000 people on you tube. He was ranked third among the
five nominated integrity idols which is a global campaign to highlight
honest government officials. He has also been interviewed by different
media through which too he has disseminated messages related to the
importance of conservation. With such amount of work in the field of
conservation he is still looking forward to the ways in which he can
contribute towards biodiversity conservation in the country in future.
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Mr. Manoj Paudel

A permanent resident of Kapilbastu
municipality 2, Anandbag, Taulihawa,
Mr. Manoj Paudel has been using his
journalist’s pen with a purpose 1i.e.
conservation of biodiversity. He 1is
currently affiliated with the nation's
biggest media house Kantipur
Publications Pvt. Ltd. which has also
helped him a little to spread his intended
conservation message to millions. He has
worked as reporter for reputed media
houses such as Rashtriya Samachar {
Samiti and Saptahik Ujyalo Khabar. A ii’ %
decade of these 25 years is dedicated to ’
his latest found passion, which is to ensure that people at the ground
level are well informed of the benefits of conservation. He adores the
contribution of Prof. Karan Bahadur. Shah and Dr. Hem Sagar Baral
in the field of conservation in Nepal and regularly keeps in touch with
them for any expert consultation he needs.

His contribution to the field of conservation in the country through
journalism i1s exemplary, especially in the recent years. Important
contributions include more than five dozen articles, both news and
feature articles, on different components of biodiversity including
threatened birds and raptors, ecotourism in Jagdishpur reservoir,
snow leopard, illegal wildlife trade, vultures and black buck. His
contribution in leading the bird festival in Jagdishpur reservoir is
something to emulate. He also played an 1important role in
highlighting the plight of Mr. Dinesh Giri, a renowned birder and
conservationist, who had to undergo kidney transplant. Photos taken
by him have also been highlighted by national newspapers and UNDP
to convey conservation message. His photo story on owls with theme
"Owl: A Farmer’s Friend" generated a lot of interest among
conservationists and general people. Discovery of Mottled Wood owl, a
new species for Nepal, was also covered by him. He opines that threats
to biodiversity conservation can be significantly reduced if people at
grass root level can be made aware about the benefits of conservation.
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Mr. Hathan Chaudhary

Hathan Chaudhary,
one of the most
renowned birders of
Nepal is also among the
most travelled one. He
was born in Narayani
municipality 5,
Bachhauli in the Doon
valley of  Chitwan
district on 15 dJune
1969. He 1is currently
involved as Director
and Treasurer n
Nature Safari Tours
Pvt. Ltd. and Nepal
Ornithological  Union
respectively. He has
been affiliated with
Gaida wildlife camp Pvt. Ltd. which had a great reputation of
producing amazing naturalists. He passed intermediate in commerce
but his skill in spotting birds easily outweighed the business skill he
was getting from his education. Furthermore, his meeting with Tim
and Carol Inskipp, his conservation heroes, left a big impression on
him which lasts even today.

He started his conservation journey first as a naturalist in Koshi-
Tappu wildlife reserve in early 90s. During this period, he started
monitoring the nesting of Brown Fish owl in the same area from 1995-
97. During 26 years of his conservation career he led 14 bird
survey/exploration trips. He also took part in the survey work of the
globally threatened species Wood Snipe in Langtang valley in 2005
and Ibisbill in 2008 which was also published as a paper in Forktail
(Journal published by Oriental Bird Club) and Danphe (Newsletter
published by Bird Conservation Nepal) respectively. Furthermore, he
has also helped to discover two new bird species, Eurasian Skylark and
Black-tailed Crake, for Nepal which is an outstanding achievement by
any means. He emphasizes the importance of training to the younger
generation in conservation but maintains that making politicians
aware about the benefits of conservation is the key.
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Mr. Ram Bahadur Shahi

Born on 15 June 1969 in the hills of
Jumla, Ram Bahadur Shahi grew up
and worked in Bardia National Park
(BNP) almost all his life. He currently
lives in Thakurdwara  Village
Development Committee (VDC),
Shivapur-9, Hattisar. He is affiliated
with Bardia Nature Conservation
Club (BNCC) since its inception. He
took nature guide training from
Tharu guide office in Sauraha in 1997
and since then has been actively
involved in this profession.

He completed his PCL in major English and sociology. He is highly
influenced by Ramesh Kumar Thapa's conservation works and actively
participated in his campaign to motivate local people in handing over
the locally made guns.

Right after the formation, BNCC conducted an awareness campaign
targeting aquatic mammals and other organisms. The campaign had
a total of 2245 beneficiaries and was conducted in the villages around
Geruwa River. He also led another conservation campaign from
Nature Guide Association in four VDCs in the north of BNP including
remote Hariharpur and Taranga VDCs in 2009-10. He led another
important campaign titled Nepal vulture conservation movement
network which included publicizing of diclofenac free zone, orienting
veterinary technicians and monitoring. In spite of spending a lot of
time 1n conservation works his dedication to birding remained
constant and he documented two new bird species for Bardia 1.e. Rosy
Starling and Rusty-cheeked Scimitar Babbler. He also motivated a
person to submit and release captive Brown Fish owls in Bardia. He
recently discovered a new species of owls from Nepal, Mottled Wood
owl. He is of opinion that making politicians aware about the benefits
of conservation 1s the only solution to the problem we are facing now.
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Dr. Abrar Ahmed

‘,'- \ - Dr. Abrar Ahmed has

' ‘ ) el unarguably conducted the
{ biggest investigation on the
illegal killings of owls and
their trade in India. This
study includes the
investigation of different
methods used by smugglers
to capture these magnificent
MR creatures of nature. Dr.
- geaee . Ahmed was born in Delhi
' and completed his post
graduate and doctorate in
wildlife science from the
same city. He has remained
an undercover investigator
of illegal wildlife trade since
1992 for Trade Record
Analysis of Flora and Fauna

TRAFFIC

i wiMghRe trode st ey retwerh

Tt b

TN mgp— in Commerce (TRAFFIC),
¢ y p. Gy R ap organization which has
ke become a synonym of
controlling illegal wildlife trade. His report ‘Imperiled custodians of
the night: a study on the illegal trade, trapping and use of owls in
India’ was lauded by conservationists worldwide for the in depth study
on the topic. He has also produced other top quality reports of his
painstaking researches that are proving extremely valuable for
TRAFFIC to tackle illegal wildlife trade. His work involves great risks;
it 1is believed that the illegal wildlife trade has a large and influential
network around the world. In spite of the risks involved and having
received threats time and again for his work, he is still determined and
1s actively investigating the network of illegal trade in order to expose
their activities and control the notorious trade.
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Prof. Karan Bahadur Shah

Discovering eight species that
are new to science and
describing two species of
mammals, a species of bird
(including 24 other wildlife)
for the first time in Nepal is
no mean feat. Add to it over
two decades of teaching and
supervision of dissertations of
numerous post graduate
students dealing with wildlife
research/conservation and
then you will get Prof. Karan
Bahadur Shah. Born and
brought up in the village of Chorela in Dadeldhura district, Prof. Shah has
been actively involved in the field of wildlife conservation for the past 36
years. His dedication to field biology must have been the trait he acquired
from Salim Ali whom he idolizes as a conservation hero. Currently serving
as a Professor of Zoology in Natural History Museum, Tribhuvan
University, Prof. Shah has been involved in more than 25 scientific
expeditions that have hugely benefited wildlife conservation in the country.

His contribution to the field of wildlife research and conservation in Nepal
1s herculean. He has published 18 books, more than 60 journal articles, six
feature articles related to birds, and nearly 100 wildlife featured articles in
various magazines to share his knowledge extensively with both scientific
and general audience. While preparing the status of owl species for the
national red list for birds in Nepal, Prof. Shah shared his encounters and
experiences with owls. He is still actively involved in wildlife research and
conservation. He also enjoys sharing his wealth of knowledge on wildlife to
students and aspiring wildlife researchers through wildlife research
training programs. Prof. Shah is trained in museum science and has worked
extensively as an expert to identify the wildlife artifacts seized from
smugglers by legal agencies to differentiate the authentic from the fakes
and to identify the species. Out of admiration and respect, he is often
referred to as the "Wildlife encyclopedia of Nepal" by wildlife enthusiasts in
the country.
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Mr. Dhan Bahadur Chaudhary

~ Known as DB among his peers
and DB dai to the younger
generations, Dhan Bahadur
Chaudhary's contribution to
. the field of conservation belies
his age. Youngest of the seven
members of his family, he was
born on 27 February 1976 in
Kawasoti  municipality  of
Nawalparasi  district.  He
' worked as a naturalist at
Island Jungle Resort in Chitwan which also helped him get acquainted
with various conservationists. At present he is the manager of Tiger
Tops Tharu Village Resort Pvt. Ltd. Among his remarkable
achievements, his contribution in the establishment of the first vulture
restaurant at Pithauli is intangible but priceless. Being a member of
the local community of Pithauli, he raised the issue and spoke with the
people living in the vicinity of the proposed vulture restaurant
multiple times to convince them of the need for its establishment.

It is unsurprising that his approach and attitude resembles that of
Charles McDougal and Eric Brand, both of whom are his conservation
idols. Apart from setting the platform for vulture restaurant, he has
contributed to two scientific articles, 15 articles in Danphe newsletter,
organized 200 wildlife conservation camps and 90 bird watching
events, helped in 35 bird rescues and talked about bird conservation
in TV and FM 1n 30 interviews. He has also rescued two Spot-bellied
Eagle owls, contributed to national Red List for the assessment of owl
status and reported numerous sightings of owls thus greatly
enhancing the knowledge of owl status in the country. He likes to
travel and is an avid supporter of organic farming. His future plans
include establishing learning center at Jatayu restaurant,
establishing women run resort, run livelihood programs for Musahar
community and working on reducing human wildlife conflict.
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Mr. Ishwor Kumar Joshi

A journalist of
national repute,
Mr. Ishwor = ==
Kumar Joshi has |
been affiliated
with Nepal
television and
BBC Nepali
service for 20
years.

A resident of e, S
Bharatpur R
Submetropolitan city-1, Diyalopath, he has used his media

affiliation for conservation of birds and animals. This includes two
programs aired by BBC Nepali service on owl conservation and
numerous others on gharial, one horned rhinoceros and the
Bengal tiger. Furthermore, he has also taken part in various
annual bird counts in Chitwan.

He 1s committed to continue his work on conservation, a dream
shared by his conservation hero late Dr. Tirtha Man Maskey. He
also admires the contribution of ex warden of Chitwan National
Park, Mr. Ram Preet Yadav in the field of conservation. In his
opinion, wildlife conservation in a landscape with largely forest
dependent human population i1s a major challenge and 1is
determined to contribute from his side to lessen this problem.
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Mr. Som Bahadur GC

Mr. Som Bahadur G.C.
1s a well-known name
among birders and
conservationists n
Nepal. He has traveled
53 districts in Nepal
and 27 countries
overall as a part of his
birding and
conservation interests.
He has conducted
around 200 birding
tours including more
than 180 tours in Nepal helping to promote bird based eco-tourism in
the country.

He voluntarily gives presentations on Nepalese birds during all his
abroad tours contributing hugely towards bird tourism in Nepal. His
other contribution includes conservation awareness programs in 45
schools, five awareness programs through sports, study on declining
population of vultures at Shuklaphata Wildlife Reserve, over eight
articles in different newsletters and two interviews in environment
awareness based television program “Aakhijhyal”’. He documented the
first record of Greater White-fronted Goose in Nepal whereas he was
also a member of the team that documented four different species of
birds new to Nepal. He has also been involved in rescuing birds and
animals. He has received a course in bird ringing/binding, habitat
management, census techniques and also worked as volunteer warden
in Sandwich Bay Bird Observatory Trust in 2004-05. He also
volunteered in Falsterbo Peninsula Bird Observatory in Sweden in
2008 for two weeks and in d’Aosta Bird Society in Italy for five days.
In the future too, he wants to work for birds, wildlife and nature
conservation through action, education and awareness programs in
Nepal. He 1s very passionate about birds and wildlife conservation.

57




it HI STRTET St Et SUSHTEE T HeTurehe 7S UehaH Tied 19 &1 | Jeiet = SFeeleh TETE0rhl AT
R\ IRTHT AT AT 43 FIAT FH0T TR WUh! B | JaTcl Q00 WT S T IS TH WHOT TSR]
VT B STHE £ ¢ 0 WaT SR UTHT TRITL = FealelT TatoRie Yo 1T MU © | Frawr yurh! S

TRt = EFeT-ft ST 0 TRE =R e 9@ getl AR T3] HUHh! © |

JETe YU AT THTTHT BTG Frareell Tl FTishH, TTh! ATewee 0l JeiaT s, J[EThiel
ARSI STREUTHT (TG oh! SITHGEAT Hesh S I, Hlsh Hleh TIIHHT 313 I WeaT L o 3T arefraror
G Tl hTeishH ST AT gealel SI=RETd! [Gge] HUsh! © | eiel T Greater White-
fronted Goose HI=aT ATEAT (S T Bl HTY TUTCTHT AR ¥ ISATfcieh! =T SAMeRg T efT
HEE TIE2A! | JgTcl = QAT SHTAEEh! IGR HRAT Ui |isha gI8-0 | 81t = ringing/binding,

ST SATEATI, SHTUMT AT vaiwel e fIqweshi ® | Sandwich Bay Bird Observatory Trust
T TIEHA ATSAh! FIHT FHIH THHE W © | I8t R00¢ AT f&aeah! Falsterbo Peninsula Bird
Observatory AT g5 €HT @3 5eTetishl d’Aosta Bird Society AT ufer fo Eareffiershent w1 i T

HFIUHT B | HITHT G F8T =, SIS T Jehid SO AT G HT e g1l
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Mr. Bhim Prasad Ghimire

Mr. Bhim  Prasad
Ghimire (41 years), a
journalist 1s also an
avid bird lover. He
loves to capture birds
in his frames and
writings.

He has traveled more
than 15 districts to
explore the various
1ssues of wildlife and 7 & : R i
published more than & ’ F A W,
25 feature articles in .
Kantipur, one of the 1
best and prominent [ &
national dailies 1in ©
Nepal. He has also |
been publishing a lot of
stories of wildlife in *
Kathmandu Post and
Nepal Magazine. His [
writing skill is based HEE g b |
on ‘field based - AL , ¢
explorative journalism’ which results in very simple and story like
articles on mammals, herpetofauna and birds, including owls. Mr.
Ghimire 1s interested in traveling, photography and observing and
studying various components of biodiversity.

He further plans to study and report about the Gangetic Dolphins,
Owls, Bats and other small mammals. Currently, he works as an
assistant senior sub-editor of Kantipur Publications in Eastern
Regional Office, Biratnagar, Nepal. His journey in this sector has
already reached 16 years.
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Mr. Madhav Prasad Baral

Mr. Madhav Prasad Baral (53
years) lives in Masbar,
Pokhara and is currently the
Assistant  District Forest
Officer of Kaski district. He
has rescued and released
wildlife in Kaski including
Eurasian Eagle owl and Barn
owl (A total of 10 individuals).
Other wildlife rescued and
. released include four
Leopards, one Civet, one
Barking Deer and different
species of Snakes (30 in total).
He has also conducted four
bird conservation programs
including two for endangered Vultures. Conducting different bird
watching trips in Pokhara is his other interest. He has also
participated actively during the water bird counts in Pokhara.

Furthermore, he was previously affiliated with Center for Biodiversity
and Environment Conservation (CBEC) during which he passionately
advocated the creation of World Peace Biodiversity Park in Raniban,
Pokhara which has already been endorsed by the Government of
Nepal. It has been twenty-five years since he has been involved in
conservation field through a variety of activities like bird and animal
rescues, biodiversity conservation, community forest and natural
resource management in various places in Kaski. Besides the
aforementioned works he has also completed diverse works like
preparation of 100 Community Forest Operational Plans,
Documentation of Biodiversity and Indigenous Knowledge, more than
50 trainings on Community Forestry Management and more than 20
Climate Change Awareness Programs. His passion towards
conservation beside his regular government service is exemplary and
deserves high accolades.
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Bird Education Society

Bird Education Society, formed in 1994 (2050 BS), currently located at
Bacchauli-3, Laukhani mainly serves for bird conservation. The
society conducts school awareness programmes, green club
programmes and green camps. It provides bird education to students
as well as to journalists and volunteers. It also provides information
on organic farming to local farmers. It has facilitated the formation
and orientation of 22 green clubs of school and communities. It has
organized more than 65 bird conservation awareness camps,
conducted bird survey in seven community forests, and organized
green camps for college students between 2004 to 2009 in Kathmandu
and Pokhara. It has assisted in bird survey and monitoring in Chitwan
National Park and buffer zone areas. It provides free participation in
Saturday bird watching tour, liberary facility and facilities of
binocular hire and sale encouraging bird watching and hence
conservation.

S TehE HIETSE T 23R (Fa. . 04 0) HT TATIAT WUH! 7T TLHRT T BT | FH! AT
ToAIAL-3, G oD | JHA T foaTaae®d T 8 RITFIe® HodTel T shiH T¢ ATTh]
B | TS TAHNEE, TAH GHEEE T Heol FUHRATATEEHT AT =T TEUTh! HIAsHH T

TS | ETAEHT I T BN FATEEh! T3, &4 W=aT &l =i T 3o, & o1 =T sl
ngqlﬁoh ST TR ST TR & | T8 fa. . 3088 IRF 088 T TG T HISHTSIHT
Fetsteht foemeffewa @fit &f@ FmTEE gearaq Tiesal © | 9 Fafia sumr =
HAIATFTRT AT SIS IYFUEE THA ITASH T3S AT B | I fafaer wrRishagrT a9
HETed =T HLEUTHT ST T 3 |
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Mr. Krishna Prasad Acharya

Born on 1963, Acharya 1is currently
heading the planning and human
resource division of Ministry of Forests
and Soil Conservation (MoFSC). He has a
master's degree is Forest Science from
University of Edinburgh, U.K. During his
tenure as the Director General at
Department of National Park and
Wildlife Conservation under MoFSC,
Nepal was able to celebrate zero poaching
year for Rhino (2011 A.D.. He
represented Nepal in Convention of
Biological Diversity and as a chief
negotiator REDD+ under UNFCCC. He
has also worked as research officer in
Department of Forest Research and
Survey. Acharya has published 6 peer
reviewed papers in International journals
and five national journals including five
working paper/resource books.

fa. g.20%0 T ST WWWWW%W %i—ﬁté‘aw HATAIeh! ST qT SR
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Mr. Manoj Gautam

Currently affiliated with
Jane Goodall Institute
Nepal and Animal Welfare
Network Nepal, Gautam
was born in the year 1985 at
Ghorahi Municipality-6,
Rajhana of Dang District,
Nepal. He 1s youngest
member of his family and he
is a graduate in B.Sc. g A
Environmental Management and Sustainable Development. Since last
12 years he is involved in conservation and environmental sector and
has served for organizations like Roots and Shoots Nepal and Society
of Wetland Scientists. He has raised conservation awareness through
providing lectures (over 1000), organizing workshops (over 40) and
vulture festival (one), conducting raid and rescue mission (over 130)
and publishing papers (over 35). His other interests include nature
exploration, photography, literature work and counseling. He plans to
invest time and energy in conservation and animal welfare to
institutionalize and mainstream the practice of compassionate
conservation majorly in Nepal and wherever possible.

for. €.30%3 S[IEHT aTSh! HRTEN FRUTARI-E I TSHTHT SHIWTHT TqH BT S TS
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Mr. Shiva Sharma

Born in 1982 in Raipur of Tanahun
district, Sharma is the youngest
member 1in his family. He 1is
currently working for Kantipur
Publications, Pokhara and doing his
Masters 1n arts as well. Earlier, he
has proved his perks while working
in local publication houses and F.M.
Ml radio stations. He is involved in
L conservation/environment sector
with his writing since 2006. He has
written and published more than 50
featured news/articles of birds,
environment, wildlife, medicinal
plants, wetlands, biodiversity,
agriculture and climate change. Some of his stories based on conservation
issues are also aired on different national and local FM stations. He likes to
write songs, poems and stories and also enjoys travelling and bird watching.
He plans to spend his vigor for environmental conservation in the days to
come through media and journalism. He actively advocated for establishing
the biodiversity park (under construction) in Pokhara.
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Ms. Chandani Hamal

Actively advocating
biodiversity conservation
since 2002, Hamal 1s
currently reporting for
Nagarik national daily as
Chitwan  correspondent.
She was born in 1983 at
Hetauda Municipality,
Makwanpur and currently
resides at  Bharatpur
Municipality, Chitwan.
She has worked for
reputed electronic media
like Kalika FM and Ujyalo
Network as News in-charge and correspondent respectively in the
past. She has contributed five news especially on bird conservation
issue and about 70 news articles on wildlife conservation and
environment. She 1s eager to contribute more in the field of
conservation in the future with her fine writing skills.

offerelt St g1 o, . 00 WY Heha R STt T ST, Te HRIKh HiGeT Toehieh! S9HT hetd
TATS T8 WUH! S | 8T T ARTHG S-RAT Foder HaTeaTarsh! ST R 160 T Maq
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Mr. Basanta Parajuli

Born n 1978,
. Parajuli hails from
- Gunjanagar-5,
% Chitwan, Nepal. He is
2 currently affiliated to
@ Antenna Foundation
! Nepal, Kathmandu
i and producing radio
features on wildlife
« conservation, eco-
£’ tourism and other

Daily reporting issues on environment conservation. During  his
work tenure he has reported to different publications including
Gorkhapatra National Daily. He is coordinator and program producer
at Synergy F.M. too. He has contributed in producing environmental
awareness raising program for conservation of wild flora and fauna
through radio program 'Jaibik Bibidhata Sandesh'. He has also served
for testing public hearing program on community forest and other
environmental issues.
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Hariyali Bhajan Samuha

Hariyali Bhajan Samuha was formed in the area surrounding
Basaha village, NilkanthaVDC, Dhading district with an aim to perform
Bhajans during local festivals. After some years the group also started
playing Bhajans on issues surrounding forest and environment especially in
issues like plantation, wild fire control and forest conservation. The group
has performed over 100 bhajans in more than 16 districts promoting the
message of forest and wildlife conservation.

enfee foteetT, deahieiie ietehus . fo. |, ST=aident TTel SieT, sTETe & aiaiehT TUITeEet T
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Ghumaunedanda Bhangeruthan Community Forest Users Group
Ghumaunedanda

4 Bhangeruthan
CFUG was established
i| in order to control the

forest loss n
Syaulibazar area in
d Sangkosh VDC,

| Dhading district. The
B CFUG under the
| leadership of Mr. Tul

Bahadur Gurung
ol ‘ coordinated for the first
—— &I 4 Nepal Owl Festival.

During the occasion around two hectares area of the community forest
was declared as Owl Conservation Area where it is prohibited to cut
the trees.

YATSA ST HATUTT WIS aal Susilerdt WA
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(TS Sehfent Arefies T avaria fosares, Te U tda fify)
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Who helped to organize ‘Nepal Owl Festival’ since beginning

TE TSR TAT FolteT I HeATeTeh! ST HEART T

Ghumaunedanda
Bhageruthan
Community Forest
Users’ Group

ACCORDEOS S
Diktel Rupakot Majhuwagadhi
Municipality and Ward No. 12

BERND / ;
THIES INTERNATIONAT
STIFTUNG OWL CENTER

Houston Nature Center '

DISCOVER

OWLS

The
Alongside

Wildlife
Foundation
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Amaltari Buffer
Zone Homestay
Village, Agyeuli-5,
Baghkhor,
Nawalparasi
District

Ministry of Industry,

Tourism, Forest and

Environment,
Province no. 1,
Biratnagar

Halesi Tuwachung
Municipality
Kepilasgadhi Rural
Municipality
Aiselukharka Rural
Municipality

@

Intsrnational
Festival of
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District Forest
Office, Chitwan

Nepal Owl Festival

2015 Organizing Area
Committee, Barpak, Managemen
Gorkha Committee,
Parche

3

AN
PROJECT

Conservation

t

The Parahaking é
Project &
NTB
Hariyo Ban Program

o T

NTNC
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NEPAL OWL FESTIVAL o
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first Nepal Owl Festival started in
2012 in Dhading. The festival was
administered as an owl

The International Festival of
Owls started in 2003 as a "hatch-
day" party for Alice, the Great
Horned Owl in USA. The idea was
a successful one to help people

conservation program with an
objective to make participants
learn about owls, raise fund for aware about habitat loss,
excessive hunting and illegal
trade of owls in Nepal. Till date,

nine Nepal Owl Festivals have

conservation, provide people
with new recreational activities
and promote tourism. The

. . . . been celebrated in nine different
international festival of owls is

. . districts in Nepal. One can
now celebrated in four countries; P

USA, Italy, India and Nepal. experience the fusion of

conservation, entertainment and

Nepal is a home to 23 species of local culture at the festival.

owls, 10% of total owl diversity in
the world. Owl research and
conservation initiatives in Nepal
started from 2008. However, the
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CONSERVATION

One of the major features of the festival is promoting owl conservation among the

locals. Making people familiar with owl species and their importance is a great way to
achieve this. A temporary museum is established on the festival day that includes
audiovisual of owls, news articles on poaching and illegal trade, museum specimens of
owls and their prey species, art, sculptures, t-shirts, bags and pretty much everything
related to owls. Documentary on owl conservation helps the local public gain insight on
owls' conservation significance. Conservation camps, poster presentations, bird
watching, and conservation dances reinforce the message of conservation. Individuals
and organization working on conservation are awarded with nature conservation

awards for their valuable efforts in wildlife conservation.

CULTURE

P romotion of local culture is another major aspect of Nepal Owl Festival. It provides a

platform to showcase forgotten traditions by encouraging local dance, song and cultural
art from different communities of Nepal. Kauda dance of Magar community
Rangbhang-Bhaisegaunda in 2020, cultural foods of Tharu community in 2017, arts of
Gurung community in Sikles 2016, cultural songs and dances (Lama/Jhakri, Ghatu,
Lingema, Sorathi and Lok-dohori) in Barpak 2015 etc. were undoubtedly the charms of
Nepal Owl Festival in their respective years. These art and culture are delights to visitors

on one hand and motivate villagers for conservation on the other.

LocAL GAMES

Local games are always a source of closeness, brotherhood, competition and recreation.

However, these games are disappearing with time. Nepal Owl Festival has been acting as
a stage to promote these local games and encourage participation from local youths. The
Bhodi game was the major attraction of the festival in Nawalparasi (2014) allowing the

tourists to know the least known aspect of the Tharu culture. Games such as Topi jhikai,
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Bhurung were hit among festival participants. The traditional games of the Gurung
community in Sikles (2016) i.e. Thelo, Hyakuche and Jhijhili were also major attraction
to the visitors and locals. Similarly Ghocha gadne game was one of the major attraction

in 2020.

Other highlights of the festival include: owl-themed face painting and nail painting, a

terrific chance to explore the communities and landscape, bird watching, and nature
photo walk. The festival has so far been celebrated at nine different districts: Dhading,
Chitwan, Nawalparasi, Gorkha, Kaski, Kapilvastu , Dolakha, Khotan and Syangja.

CONTACT FOR DETAIL

FRIENDS OF NATURE (FON) NEPAL
PO Box 23491
KATHMANDU, NEPAL.
EMAIL.: info@fonnepal.org, ,naturesfren@yahoo.com
WEBPAGE: www.fonnepal.org
FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/fonnepal2005

S

WHEN DO WE CELEBRATE ?

FIRST FRIDAY AND SATURDAY OF FEBRUARY EVERY YEAR
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