Let’s be together to conserve owls !!!

Nepal Owl Festival 2013

Sharanpur, Chitwan, 1-3 March
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Nepal Owl Festival 2013 was celebrated on March 1-3, 2013 at Mangalpur-9, Chitwan district in
order to encourage local people take up owl conservation in the area. The festival was
organized on the occasion of international festival of owls and included different activities such
as powerpoint presentation on owl conservation, bird watching competition, bird conservation
bhajan, traditional Gurung dance, posters display, owl photo and sketch exhibition, owl face
painting, signature campaign for owl hospital and many more. It is estimated that around 1850
people (including 550 who attained the owl conservation camps) in festival got the message
about owl conservation directly by visiting the festival while at least one million people
benefited through different medias spreading owl conservation messages.

Report prepared by: Raju Acharya and Yadav Ghimirey
Friends of Nature, Nepal

Photos by: Ram Lama, Manoj Shakya Panju, Roshan Bhandari and Birendra Khatait
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Overview of the festival

Venue

Nepal has been home to 21 species of owls which is nearly 10 percent of the total owl
species found in the world. However none of the species are considered threatened
globally while only seven species are classified as nationally threatened. Habitat loss and
illegal trade are considered biggest threats to their survival. Also conservation
awareness on owls is amazingly low in the country which makes it extremely important
for conservationists to make people aware in order to make sure that the anthropogenic
threats are reduced. This is exactly why this festival was conceptualized. The owl festival
has been celebrated in Nepal since 2012 however this is the first time it has been
organized as owl festival (It was organized as owl conservation program in 2012).
Setidevi community forest users group was the joint organizer of the festival.

The venue for the festival was Sharanpur, C H I N A
Mangalpur-9, Chitwan district. The geographic

coordinates of the venue is 27°41'1.21"N and “T| —
84°19'39.80"E and is situated at an altitude of 174 _:"‘,3&-,_},

meters above sea level. [l ® 1A
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Local house at Sharanpur, Chitwan



Duration

The festival was conducted on 1-3 march 2013.

Owl conservation camps (for students)

Owl conservation camps targeted at
school students were also carried
out. The main objective of these
camps was to impart owl
conservation concepts in the tender
minds of the students. Altogether,
two such camps were conducted
during which more than 100
students got an opportunity to learn
about owls, their status, biology and
conservation.

Mr. Raju Acharya conducting owl conservation camp in the school

Owl conservation camp (for
public)

Owl conservation camps aimed
at local people were also
conducted in order to spread
the conservation message of
owls at the grass root level. A
total of 250 and 300 people
attended the two programs
conducted on 1% March and 3"

March 2013 respectively.

Mr. Yadav Ghimirey sharing the owl conservation issues at Sharanpur



The big day celebration

One day bird watching competition which was popularly termed as "Big Day
Celebration" was also conducted during the festival. This was probably the first such
competition organized in the country. A total of 15 birders participated in the
competition in which Mr. Hem Subedi from Bird Education Society became first while
Anil Kumar Gurung and Tulsi Subedi were second and third respectively.
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Bird experts, naturalists and birders looking for birds at Setidevi community forest

Dandibiyo Competition

Dandibiyo is the national game of Nepal however no formal competitions are organized
in the country. This game needs revitalization in the country and this competition during
the festival was a great start for this cause. A total of eight teams participated in the
event. Sharanpur yuva samuha, Gumba chaur yuva samaj and Jai Buddha ama samuh
stood first, second and third respectively.
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Local women team competing with male team which is rare in Nepal



Bird watching

Bird watching was a regular feature during the festival. This event was organized in
order to elevate the interest of people towards birding which in turn will aid in their
conservation. Renowned birder Som GC led the bird watching on the first day while
Yadav Ghimirey was the leader on the third day. There was no bird watching on the
second day due to the main activities.

Glimpses of bird watching at Setidevi community forest, Chitwan



Owl sketch exhibition

A total of 10 sketches drawn by
Ms. Sabita Gurung were kept
for display during the festival.
The sketches were one of the
highlights of the festival as
they drew all the visitors
towards them. It is hoped that
these sketches generated the
conservation interest of the
local people about the owls.

Owl photo exhibition

Photos of owl taken by
different photographers were
collected and exhibited at the
festival. A total of 24 photos
were kept for exhibition with
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Nepal Owl
Festival 2013

the names of the species below
the photos. Photos included
owls of different species, of
different stages and in different

situations which makes people

©RisHikesh Dhakal | N © Kamal.Raj Gosai

aware about the owls of Nepal.

All photos were voluntarily provided by bird enthusiasts



Owl conservation information display

Information about
the importance of
owls, biology about
owls and interesting
information of owls
was printed and
kept for the visitors
to see them and
keep it on their
mind. The posters
included each
points with related
pictures which, we

hope, helped
people in relating
the issues
expressed.

Participants reading information about owl’s importance



Owl poem competition
Owl poem competition was organized for students up to standard five in the schools of
Mangalpur Village Development Committee. Master Susan Adhikari and Prabin KC stood
the first and second respectively while the third position was jointly taken by Miss Anjila
Aryal and Master Kiran Gurung.

Owl essay competition
Owl essay competition was organized for students of standard nine and ten in the
schools of Mangalpur Village Development Committee. Master Avatar Gautam stood
first, Master Suvash Acharya came second while the third position was shared between
Master Ashish Poudel and Master Bijaya Poudel.

Owl story competition
Owl story competition was organized for students of standard five to eight in the
schools of Mangalpur Village Development Committee. Miss Suraksha Tiwari came first
and Miss Asmita Panta and Miss Sajana Kunwar were second and third respectively.

Owl painting competition
Owl essay competition was organized for students of standard nine and ten in the
schools of Mangalpur Village Development Committee. Master Sanam Maharjan stodd
first, Master Krishna Bahadur Pariyar was second while the third position was shared by
Master Mukesh Tamang and Miss Mamata Nepali. However most good painting, other
than the awareded were also at display.
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Students observing owls paintings prepared by themselves



Owl Bhajan show
This is very important and traditional way of gathering people in the program in good
numbers and spreading owl conservation message. The group of people repeatedly sing
a song describing both problem and conservation efforts. ‘Sharanpur Bhajan Mandali’
sang a song related with birds (focusing owls). Here is a translation of the song that
might not give original meaning when it is sung in local language.

Only one objective | have, Only one objective | have; my heart is crying to see a forest without birds,
Only one objective | have, Only one objective | have; my heart is crying to see a forest without birds,
Long live god..... Hurray!

Long live Eurasian Eagle owl..... Hurray!!

We made a mistake, We made a mistake; killed birds in their habitats, we made a mistake
We made a mistake, We made a mistake; killed birds in their habitats, we made a mistake
Long live God..... Hurray!

Long live owls..... Hurray!!

Qi Festival 2013
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Singers and audiences of Bhajan song
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Ghatu show
A traditional dance of the ethnic Gurung people was presented on the second day of the
festival. The dance is becoming very rare these days as new generation do not get a
chance to experience this type of traditional dance environment.

Local women performing the Ghatu Dance

Conservation speech

Representative from Local political parties, government officials and non government
officials delivered speeches ™ 1
on the importance of owls
and people’s role. Mr. Raju
Acharya, Country
Representative of World Owl
Trust and honorary Director

of Friends of Nature

highlighted the reasons of ‘ it X . | r

-y

Talking about Owls: Krishna Prasad Acharya, Raju Acharya,
Deepak Adhikari Ram Prit Yadav and ( clock wise direction)

celebrating Nepal Oowl
Festival, threats to owls,

importance of owls, locals
role to conserve it.

11



Nature Conservation Award

This was the most important event of the festival. Five individuals and one organization
working in the field of nature conservation (especially wildlife) were felicitated. Each
awardees received a bronze certificate and a cash prize of NPR 5000. The recipients (see
short profile in appendix) were Bird Education Society in organization category, Mr.
Krishna Prasad Acharya in individual governmental service category, Mr. Manoj Gautam
in individual non-governmental service category, Mr. Basanta Parajuli, Mr. Shiva Sharma
and Mrs. Chandani Hamal in conservation through media category.
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Nature Conservation Award winners
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Nature walk
Nature walk was
conducted on the
third day of the
festival i.e. 3™
March 2013. This
was conducted for
people who were
interested to stroll
inside the forest
and explore the
birds, mammals,

butterflies and
other natural
resources. Tiger

tracks along the
bank of Narayani
river and one
horned rhinoceros
sighting were the
highlights of the
nature walk.

Looking for Tiger’s pugmark

Media coverage

The festival was exceptionally covered by both print and electronic media. AlImost all
national newspapers (Kantipur daily,Kantipur weekly, Himal weekly, Nagarik daily,
Republica daily, Annapurna daily, Rajdhani daily, The Himalaya Times, onlinekhabar),
national Television (i.e. Avenues, Kantipur, Image Channel), local Television channels,
FM station (i.e. Kantipur FM, Synergy FM, Arpan Radio, Sagarmatha FM, Annapurna FM,
Radio Chitwan, Radio Arpan, Bijaya FM) and local newspapers covered the news of the
festival before, during and after the festival. Special interview related to festival were
broadcasted in electronic medias (including in Synergy FM, Kantipur FM) and printed in
five paper media. At least one million people were informed with the Nepal Owl Festival
news.
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First of its kind in Nepal, Owl Festival 2013 is being organized for three days from February 29 at Mangalpur of Chitwan
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At a press conference here on Tuesday, Friends of Nature- an organization working in nature conservation, the Setidevi
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Owl face painting

Owl face painting was one of the important
events during the festival. This was an eye
catching event that attracted lots of people
especially children and teenagers who were
very curious to paint owls in their faces.

Bullock cart ride

Bullock cart ride was
also organized for
the visitors during
the festival. The
bullock cart ride was
initiated for people
who would like to
experience the rural
setting while
enjoying the natural
wealth of the area.
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Owls interesting information exhibition

Different information on owls such as smallest owl species, largest owl species,
traditional beliefs on owls, biology of owls were compiled. These information were
prepared in both English and Nepali language so that every type of visitors can read and
understand. These information would incite interest on owls thus promoting
conservation of the species.

Signature campaign

More than 600 signatures were provided to pressurize government and show solidarity
to prohibit the use of catapults in Nepal. A study by Friends of Nature shows that
approximately 30 percent of the students in Nepal use the catapult to kill/injure the
birds (Including owls). This campaign was also targeted to garner the support of public
for establishment of bird rehabilitation center in Nepal. Most of the captive and injured
birds (mostly owls) die while trying to release in nature in absence of bird rehabilitation
center.
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Local students signing for bird conservation
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Exhibition of owls poster

One owl conservation poster (first printed in 2008) was printed in flex and placed in the
festival site. This poster spoke for the importance of owls and warns people not to be
involved in wrong doings such as stealing eggs, destroying the nest of owls, killing and
trading them.
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Appendix: Short profile of Nature Conservation Award winner
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