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SUMMARY

According to a study by Friends Bature Nepal, around 2000 owls are smuggled alive from Nepal
every year for medicine, domesticatiand various superstitious activitiés a survey carried out

in schoolsn Syangjait was found that adve 20% of totalsurveyedstudents use catapuit kill

birds This seems to create a serious thteaOwl species. Peopleave also been found to
disturb/torture owldy destroyng their nests ancemovng eggs Owls are also domesticatéat
recreational purposehieto lack of knowledg lawsand punishments

Ninth Nepal Owl Festiva{NOF) was organizedn 7" and & of February 2020in Rangbhang,
Syangja with the main objective @ising awareness on theportance of owls to agricultuckie

to their ecologicalroles. The festival offeredusion d culture, conservation education and
entertainment. ltvas held athe premises oAraniko Semndary School The festival hosted
around 5000 generaluplic along with 1412 students from 25 schools and wsascessful in
communicatingnessage on thenportance obwl conservation amontpem.

A glimpse of NOF 2020 Venue
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FOREWORD

We would like to express our utmagtatitude to everyone involved in various phases of Nepal
Owl Festival 2020, which led to its grand success.

Our gratitude is extended to all the organizations associated with the festival. We are beholden to
ourmainorganizers; Rangbhar@ub and Millenium Trek Managemer@ommitteefor their ce
operation and support. We are indebted to Araniko Secondary School for providing vefare and
their constant support throughout. In addition to our primary financial supporters, we express our
heartfelt gratitudéo Rajesh Acharya, Roseanne Yoakum, Heidi Kretsedyédmeda de Gioid)r.

Ingrid BarbaraKohl, Dot Karlsen, Anil Bhatichan, Gopal Raj Jostitam Dimeler, Sabita Paudel,
Aneesha Pokharel and Alejandra Panza Lanfor their financial suppontia our online fund-
raisingcampaign.

A special thank you to Raju Acharyaphtry Representative (Nepal)/orld Owl Trust for his
leadershipand coordinationt hr oughout the entire ONepal Owl
conducting conservation awareness camps par@aof it. A very special gratitude to Yadav

Ghimirey, for his integral role irconductingthe festival.We would also like to thanRr. Ingrid

Barbara Kohl and Kushal Neupane for their effort in owl conservation camps. Coordination of Bal
Kumar Gurung irmorganizing the festival deserves our sincere gratitude. We are also grateful to

other team members of Nepal Owl Festival 2020 organizing committee for their relentless effort

and cooperation during the festival.

A special mention to Manashanta Ghimire feading birding event during the festival. In
addition, we extend our sincere gratitude to Bishal Gautam for his financial contribution to our
annualigrant prograniBishal Gautam Conservation Grantd)ich was handed to KuahNeupane

for his research pposal We want to thank Natural History Museum, Swoyamidnd
Prithvinarayan Campu®r providing museum specimen of owls and their megcies We are

also grateful to Madan Gyanwali, Kabira Khadka and Bishnu Gyawali for Owl Robot, Owl Call
Device and @l Video Device. We are very thankful to Narayan Prasad Shrestha for Philately
and Numismatic Exhibition and Rijan G.C for stone art on owls and other subjects.

Hunny Manandhar deserves a special mentioméocontinuous support as a volunteer and nail
artist over the years:or photography and documentary of the festiwed want tothank Rohit
Giri. We would also like to thank Raju Acharfarem ThapaSunil BantawaBikash GhimireDr.
Ingrid Barbara Kohl Hunny Manandhar andmbika Regmifor additionalphotographsRam
Prasad ItaniUrusha Lamsal, Anu Rana Magar desayue thankfulnes$or making the fesval
colorful byvolunteering forface paintingof festival participaints/visitorOur heartfelt gratitude
to PaschimanchaCommunity Hospitgl Pokhara for providing free basic health faciliti®g
organi zi ng dttneevanud. FFor p@ricipgtion in poster presentation, we want to thank
Sanjeev Baniya, Chirggevi Khanal, PrashanGhimire, Anoj Subedi, Hemanta Dhakal, Suman
Sapkota, Prabhdtiran BhattaraiandSn&e Conservation Society, Pokhara. We also grateful

to Himalayan Nature, Bird Conservation NepaldPokhara Bird Society for making the festival
informative bytheir organizational stalls.



Our special thanks to Prof. Kar&ahadurShah for writing the beautiful lyrics ahe welcome
song and to Rajman Maharjavianoj Ghimireand Bikash Ghimiréor thesensationamnusidvocal
and to the whole team involved. We wouldelito thank students from Institute of Pokhara (IOF)
and all the other local performers and participants of the cultural prodoartiseir respective
performance

Mo st i mportantly this festival woul dndot have
wondeful volunteers Samundra Ghimey, Bikash Ghimire, Suman Sapkota, Ravi Bikram Shah,
Ashish Poudel, Yonjan Dahal, Ambika Regmi, Jyoti Dhakal, Pushpa Khanal, Dinesh Bhusal,
Sujan Sunar, Chiranjeevi Khanal, Abhisek Niraula, Kushal Neupbueny Manadhar,
Prarthana Neupan&ujata Shrestha, Pooja Pokhrel, Prabhat Kiran Bhatt8emar Sharma,

Madhav Dhital, Bikal Paudel, Sangam Pau@eld Bina PhuyalThank you to each one of you.

We are also very appreciativeadf the local volunteers involved.

Finally, we would like to thank the people &angbhangBhaisegaundaSyangja for their
enthusiasmsupportand participation in the festival.

EmbroideredNepal Owl -Bhats USed\loa:ﬂeaﬁeﬂts atronym



OAL AND OBJECTI VE OFF ESNE AL 0OWL

The overall goal of the program was to enhance public participation in owl
conservation in Nepal. The specific objectives were as follows

1. To discourage the hunting and trade of owls in Nepal by elevating
conservation awareness of local pepphedia and political leaders

To enhance the local capacity in owl conservation via education program

To recognize the hidden conservation heroes and sheroes of Nepal

To promote traditional culture and ganwsthe area

To promote ecdourism in thearea

To encourage and mentor young graduates for owl conservation via
opportunity of volunteering in the event
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Main banner of NOF 2020



BACKGROUND

Ever since its inception in 2012 AD, the festival has been gradually growing biggevalaihg
into a multifaceted event. The Nepal Owl Festival is celebrated in solidarity of the International
Festival of Owls, which is celebrated in Houston, Minnesota every year in March.

When we first started, our aim was to take the festival to diffeyarns of the countrywherein,

illegal hunting and tradeauses serious threat to owl species. We wanted to spread conservation
awareness about owls found in Nepal by creating a festive environment where people would have
access to all kinds of information about the species and could interact with conservationists and
vice-versa.

While the main festival is celebrated as a-a&y event, our team members go through careful
planning months ahead, to find the optimum location and coordinate with the local agencies. It is
essential to build good relation with the local e¢oomity as community members and
representatives have an important role in constructing and promoting the event, and they work
handin-hand with us to make the festival fun and beneficial (in terms of knowledge gained), for
everyone.

Once an agreement isaehed with local community members or a local organization, a festival
management committee is formed, followed by several meetings to discuss and allocate
responsibilities; to plan and discuss event structure, venue, promotions, etc.

Event site planningral necessary preparations for the festival at our office in Kathmandu are
carried out simultaneously a month prior to the festival date. Initial planning phase includes logistic
arrangements and preparation, and collection of festival display componeledicAted team of

our staff and volunteers from different professional backgrounds work together round the clock
and contribute their valued input to improve and support our work.

We start our promotions on social media few weeks preceding the eventres@eople from
different parts of Nepal will have information about the event and can plan a possible weekend
getaway. We often receive some curious international visitors as well, attracted by the event.

Couple of weeks prior to the festival, conservatarareness camps are held in schools located in
and around the town/village of the festival site. The young children are taught about owls and their
importance through interactive presentation by our experts. An interschool competition is held for
art, podry, storyand essay writing on owls. Winners of the competition are later awarded during
the festival and their work is displayed among the exhibits of the owl museum.

Back in our office in Kathmandu, the team divs@adwe work on different tasks. Aftanaking

sure we have everything ready, the team moves to the festival site several days ahead to prepare
the festival venue. At the venue, we work with the local organizers, plan event components and
schedules, get everything ready. Finally, the day ofasigvalarrives and together we celebrate!

VI



PROMOTION

We started promotion of the festival a month prior to the festival date through our social media
sites and through Radio Kantipur, which has a wide network coverage in Nepal. Weldlso

press conference in Putalibazar, the headquarter of Syangja district. The conference was aimed to
increase media presence/coverage so as to spread our message on conservation far and wide. We
also put banners in strategic locations of Putaliha@anmti and JyamireWe announced a call

for poster presentation on our Facebook page for national and international researchers to present
their research on wildlife during the festivllational F\Vs and local FMs were mobilizel for the
extensiorof the program in daily basis.

NEPAL OWL FESTIVAL 2020 (7-8 February)
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Banners for promotion of NOF 2020in online social media



Friends of Nature-FON Nepal e

Friends of Nature-FON Nepal ose
12 January - @

% January at08:23- @
OPPORTUNITY FOR POSTER PRESENTATION AT NEPAL OWL
FESTIVAL 2020

Researchers/Conservationists interested to present their
research/conservation work during the upcoming 'Nepal Owl Festival 2020
can prepare a poster about their work and present during this annual
conservation event. Interested candidates have to abide by the following
guidelines for preparing and submitting the posters

ELIGIBILITY: People who have completed their thesis. research field work
submitted mid-term... See more

THEASIALIVE.COM
Let’s be together to conserve owls!
KathmanduWith a view to dispelling myths and fallacies about owls and fo...

(D 7T 13301, Ravi Bikram Shah and 40 others 9 shares Oo Niroj Paudel, Ravi Bikram Shah and 85 others 3 shares

2 Friends of Nature-FON Nepal
18 January - @

k“.\' % Friends of Nature-FON Nepal

(2 13 January - Q@

Mark your calendar for ‘Nepal Owl Festival'
(location: Rangbhang Bhaisegauda, Date : 7-8 Feb, 2020) Nepal Owl Festival 2020 preparation begins
e ] NS HIE SRS 7 AUE GR@ e 041 5RI0 S5 E 2008
(ATT 3% T 3Y) 3T AfEe 21a... See more

(7-8 February, Rangbhang, Syangja){}
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WWW.FONNEPAL.ORG

Nepal Owl Festival | 7-8 Feb, 2020 !! Rangbhang Leam More OO %' You, Barsha Tripathi, Prakriti Neupane and 214 others 11 comments
i ] . ' '
Bhaisegauda !!!

oo Karan Shah, Jyoti Dhakal and 576 others 2 comments 84 shares l. Like O Comment fb Share ” .

Promotion in Social media and call for poster presentation



FESTIVAL SITE: RANGBHANG - BHAISEGAUNDA

four municipalities and one rural
municipality of Syangja and Tanahu
districts. This hilly trekking route is 72
kilometers long and lies at altitude ¢
about 1509 meter from the mean s
level.  Breathtaking views o
Annapurna, Dhaulagiri and Manasl|
mountain peaks can be observe
People from Gurung and Maga
community are the maimhabitans of
the areasovisitorscan enjoyghatu, A local women of RangbhangBhaisegaunda
sorathi, jhora, kaura and other

traditional dances.

Rolbaraha Community Forest, Jar Katne Dhunga, Siudi Cave (30 minutes) and temple (1 hour),
Siddhababa Temple, Halhale (1.3 hours), Khangrang Caveup, iNilpokhari , Khand Devi
temple, historical waterfallMlysteriouscave, Kalika Bhairav, Balkanya Devi Temple Jyamire,

Rol Baraha Kshetra are the other touristic area nearer this route.

The forests in this area are the healthy habitat to barking pleeupine, hare, monkey, leopard
cat, leopard, pheasant, jackal, spiny babbler, magpies, partridge, parakeet, dove, owls, cuckoo,
bulbul and various other birds and animals. The rougeaslfor bird watching and ectourism



CONSERVATION AWARENESS CAMPS

A couple d weeks prior to the festivalposervation awareness camps were held in 25 schools in
and around festival sites of Rangbh&itaisegaundaSyangja The onservation camps were
conducted by Raju Acharya, Kushal Neupane @ndngrid Barbaa Kohl.

A total of 1412 students participated in the conservation camps. Our experts conveyed knowledge
on the status and conservation of owls in Nepal. The camps were successful in delivering the
message on ecological importance of owls and encouradesp protect the species.

School students attendingpne ofthe owl conservation camps

A survey carried out before the conservation awareness camps in those schools showed that
69.05%of the surveyed students have seen alll)5% of the total participants have heard about

owl trade an®.21% of them have heard about owl domesticati®®.18% of the participants

responded positively to using catapult dni6%of t he t ot al participant ¢
meat.

INTER -SCHOOL COMPETITIONS

Interschool competitions were held for art, poetry, story and essay writing orpogrido the

main festival eventStudents from seven different schools participated in these competitions. Each
school called for participation from among ithstudents; evaluated and submitted their best
entries to compete in the interschool competition.

We received the shortlisted drawings, essays, stories and poems,wasielialuated byProf.

Karan Bahadur Shaftop 3 entries in each category were selgets winners. They were displayed
during the owl festival in the owl museum, and the students were awarded with certificates and
prize during the festival.



Winners of inter-school competition

Story Writing Essay Poem Art
Name School Name School Name School Name School
1st | Ichhya Shree Araniko | Biswas Shree Baraha | Samikshya | Shree Kolma | Saeed Mia | Shree
Gurung Seondary Sunar Janashram Shahi Barahchaur Bhagyodaya
School Seondary Seondary Seondary
School School School
2nd | Sumina | Shree Baraha | Bijina Shree Kolma | Aditya Shree Kajiman | Sugam Shree Baraha
Gurung Janashram Shahi Barahchaur Godar Haritika Thapa Janashram
Seondary Seondary Seondary Seondary
School School School School
39 | Gopal Shree Sushant | Shree Kajiman| Roshani Shree Araniko | Kushal Shree
B.K. Bhagyodaya | Sapkota | Haritika Pariyar Seondary Gurung Bhagyodaya
Seondary Seondary School Seondary
School School School
Sarmila Shree Araniko Toran Shree Araniko
Pariyar Seondary Thapa Seondary
School School

Students keenly participating inan Owl conservation camp
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BIRDING

The first activity of the festival was birding in the early morsin§ 7" and & of February2020.
Atotal of 45 interested localsisitors and students from Institute of Fore$l®F), Pokhargoined
useach dayo explore the morning glory of the forestd see 83 species of birds residing in this
area The eventvas led by MrManashana Ghimire, a conservationisind founding president of
Pokhara Bird Socieftyon both days

B i

Exploring bird diversity of Rangbhang-Bhaisegaunda, Syangja

CULTURAL PROGRAM

Various local artists performed traditional dascand songs durinthe festival. Traditional
musical instrumentand dance forms such @batu, Jhora, Sorathi, Kaura, Naumasja, bhajan,
Salaijo, 22 Taal Bhaka, Chhaitiach performedby localscaptivated the visitordAlthough the

main inhabitants of Rangbhahaisegaunda are Gurungs and Magars, the program was
successful in reflecting cultural diversity.

The program alsincluded a number of traditional games and competitBimsrum, ghocha
gadne, pangra ghumaune, ghuyatnat became a big source of attraction for the visitors. Students
from the Institute of Brestry (IOF) also showed theiarticipation through dancesd flash mob
related to conservation and more.

Welcome song thajuickly becamepopular was written by Prof. Karan Bahadur Shah, music by
Rajman Maharjamalong with Bikash Ghimirand sung by Mandphimire and team.



Students of IOF Pokharaperforming their dance
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Welcome Song performed by the organizing team



Traditional "Ghocha -Gaadne" game

Traditional "Thela -Falne" competition which is basically a shot put event
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Visitors at the festival venue

OWL MUSEUM

Owl museum washe main attraction of the festival. The museum is filled with a large collection
of artworks, curiosinformationdisplayon owls of Nepal and much more.

A large number of volunteeraorked rigorously in peparation of the museum while also
providinginformation to thevisitors about displayed items. Owl robots avd call devicesand

owl video devicesgjuickly drew public attentianThe museum actexb a creative center in flowgn
information onowl biology andconservation to the peapl
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Preparation for Owl museum

OWL DART BOARD

Owl dartboard area was one of the mosbwded areas during thesteval. We set upgwo dart
boarddfor the festival One dart board had an owl and a hunter painted on it while the other had a
circle at the center and owls on the periphery. Participants who were able to hit the hunter or the
circle were presented with owl masks made by our volunteers.

11



The participants were mostly school children. However, we were excited to see many adult
villagers too interested in the game and testing their darting skills. Around 400 people played the
game during the festivallhose who hit the owls made a voluntagntribution which summed

up toNPR 6035(approx. $60) The amount raised will be used in the next owl festival.
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Owl dart board

POSTER PRESENTATION

Researchers and conservationists from different organizations participated and presented posters
about their work duringhe festival. Following below is the list of presentation titles and
presenters:

a. Moth of Gaurishankar Conservation Area, Ashant Dewan

b. Breeding habitat preference of dengue vectedes aegypti) in Kathmandu, Alka
Bhandari

c. Status and Distribution of IndiaRlying fox colonies in Jhapa, Nepal, Prabhat Kiran

Bhattarai

Bats of Nepal, Sanjeev Baniya

Importance ofrogs Suman Sapkota

Research ollVoolly-neckedStork, Prashant Ghimire

Investigating the roosting habitat characteristics of Asiarrd8a®wlet (Glauadium

cuculoides) in Myagdi district, Anoj Subedi

Owl Research and Conservation in South Afriga,Ingrid Barbara Kohl

Vultures of Nepal, Hemanta Dhakal

Snakes of Nepal, Snake Conservation Society

Population dynamicsfawls in a mountainous olgrowth forest in Austria correlated to

beech mast and small mammal populations (UNESCO World Heritage Site Durrenstein

Wilderness Area, Rothwald Primeval Forest)

I. The Ural Owl reintroduction to Austria from the UNESCO World Heage Site
Durrenstein Wilderness Area

m. Owl Education and Conservation in South Afri@0 years of successes of owlprojed.or

@0
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Poster presenters interacting with guestduring the festival

CONSERVATION SPEECH

During the cultural program, conservationists and local leaders took the stage to speak on the
importance of nature and biodiversity conservation.

Conservation speech were givenHign. Kiran Gurung (GandakKrovince Minister for Economic
Affairs and Planning), Karan Bahadur Shah (Conservationist and Profédsomgrid Barbara
Kohl (ConservationistiRaju Acharya (Country Representative for Nepal, World Ow! T tuik,
Harka Gurung (General Secretaof Millennium Trek Management CommitteePrakriti
Neupane

Dr. Ingrid B. Kohl and Mr. Raju Acharya during a conservation speech session
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