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We successfully celebrated the Nepal Owl Festival 2024 at Jaljala Rural Municipality-5, Lekhphant, 

Lorpe, Pabat, with the generous contributions and support from our partners and well-wishers. 

Firstly, we extend our gratitude to Yam Kumari Gurung from the Natural Resource Conservation 

Organization who collaborated and made this event successful. We thank various local committees 

for supporting the travel and providing the venue, and our financial supporters for their crucial 

assistance. Special thanks to our media promoters for their efforts in promoting Nepal Owl Festival 

2024. We appreciate Malika Basic School for providing the venue for temporary owl museum and 

conducting festival.   

We are indebted to Yadav Ghimirey, Ram Lama, Ananda Rai, Kushal Neupane, Hanna and Jonas, 

Ram Chandra Nepal, Anil Raut, Carol Inskipp, Heidi Kretser, Nabin Baral, Tatjana Jovanovic, 

Chudamani  Lamichhane, Gopal Joshi, Steve Powers, Prabin  Sinhu, Paras Aryal, Biren Shrestha, 

Anisha Rana, Hein Bloem, Sabita  Paudel, Bikalpa Gautam, Donatella Piras, Pamela Dimeler, Paul 

Marshall, Anuj Ghimire, Sunita Bati, Karla Bloem, Prashant Ghimire, Madhu Nepal, Shyam Paudel, 

Lizan Maskey, Hem Katuwal, Chungba Sherpa, Hemanta Dhakal, Jiban Baral, and Rajesh Acharya for 

their generous donations to make Nepal Owl Festival 2024 successful. 

Special gratitude goes to Raju Acharya, Country Representative of the World Owl Trust, and our 

Executive Director for their exceptional leadership along with fundraising efforts. We acknowledge 

Suman Sapkota, Program Coordinator, for his pivotal role, along with Suman Hamal for conducting 

School conservation camp and Abhishek Sapkota and Bishal Gautam for 

documenting/photographing the festival. We also thank the Natural History Museum, Swoyambhu 

for providing the specimens of owls and their prey, and Hira Malla from Pokhara Bird Society for 

leading the birding team on both days of the festival.  

FOREWORD 
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We highly appreciate Cosmos College of Technology, Lalitpur for providing volunteers- Sameer 

Tamang, Suyog Ghimire, Rohan Shrestha, and Rishav Pandey to provide technical support and 

functioning of owl robots- the major attraction of owl museum. Ram Itani, Suruchi Mainali, Sushmita 

Khadka, Sikshya Gyawali, Yangchen Sherpa and Hunny Manandhar deserves applaud for their artistic 

contribution in face paint and nail painting. We appreciate Professor Karan Bahadur Shah's lyrical 

contribution and Rajman Maharjan's musical arrangement to make the welcome song magical.  

The volunteers from Institute of Forestry, Pokhara: Prabesh Pandey, Rajan Marasini, Aashish Aryal, 

Jyoti Sharma, Ayusha Bogati, Anshu Thapa, Ashish Pariyar, Sushmita Koirala, Manish Pandey, 

Sandesh Neupane, Sikshya Gyanwali, Bipin Adhikari, Sushmita Khadka, Shristi Baral, Kashish Dahal, 

Sikha Dangi, and Yangchen Pinnasha deserves recognition for their conservation dance and drama.  

We are thankful to Small Mammals Conservation and Research Foundation, Bird Conservation 

Nepal-Pokhara Branch, Bird Conservation Nepal, Nature Conservation and Study Center, Biodiversity 

Conservation Society, Nepal Ornithological Union, Bird Conservation Network Kailali, Pokhara Bird 

Society and Koshi Bird Society for participating through organizational stalls. Local organizations 

showcasing culture and food stalls are also appreciated. We acknowledge Suman Sapkota, Suman 

Hamal, Menuka Shrestha, Hemanta Dhakal and Milan Baral for presenting their research and 

conservation works through posters. We are obliged to ‘Dhaulagiri Mothers’ Group’, Lopre for their 

warm hospitality and logistic arrangements for our volunteers by providing hall and utensils for 

cooking. We are grateful to Yamen Pun and Kishor Pun for arranging/cooking delicious meals for 

all the volunteers throughout our stay.   

Lastly, we deeply appreciate the dedication of our volunteers- Saurabh Sapkota, Sofiya K.C., Avisekh 

Hamal, Prabesh Pandey, Samar Baniya, Hitendra Jha, Neeta Pokharel, and Keshab Dahal.  

Thanks to everyone who contributed to making the festival a huge success. 

 

Photographs: Raju Acharya, Abisekh Sapkota, Bishal Gautam, Suman Sapkota, Suman Hamal & FON 

Nepal 
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The overall goal of the program was to enhance public participation in owl conservation in Nepal.  

 

The specific objectives were as follows 

 

1. To discourage the hunting and trade of owls in Nepal by elevating conservation 

awareness of local people, media, and political leaders 

2. To enhance the local capacity in owl conservation via education program 

3. To recognize the hidden conservation heroes and sheroes of Nepal 

4. To promote traditional culture and games of the area 

5. To promote eco-tourism in the area 

6. To encourage and mentor young graduates for owl conservation via opportunity of volunteering 

in the event 

 

  

GOAL AND OBJECTIVES 

 

Main banner of Nepal Owl Festival 2024 
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Nepal Owl Festival has been gradually expanding and evolving into multifaceted event since its 

inception in 2012. The Nepal Owl Festival is celebrated in solidarity of the International Festival of 

Owls, which is celebrated in Houston, Minnesota every year in March. 

 

Our aim was to take the festival to different parts of the country, where illegal hunting and trading 

has caused serious threat to the owl species. We create a fun festive atmosphere where people 

could access a variety of information about the species and interact with conservationist and vice-

versa to raise awareness of the need to protect owls found in Nepal. 

 

Although the main festival is a two-day event, our team members meticulously plan months in 

advance to find the ideal location and work in coordination with local agencies. A month before 

the event, our team in Kathmandu office simultaneously plans the festival site and makes all the 

essential festival preparations. The initial planning step includes making logistic plans and gathering 

festival display elements. Our staff and volunteers, who come from a variety of professional 

backgrounds, work tirelessly as a dedicated team to support and advance our work. 

 

Local community members and representatives play a significant role in constructing and promoting 

the event, they work together with us to make the festival enjoyable and knowledgeable and so it 

is very crucial to establish good relationship with local community. A festival management 

committee (one) and sub-committees (seven) are established after reaching an agreement with a 

local organization/local community. This is followed by multiple meetings to apportion roles, to 

plan and discuss event structure, venue, and other aspects of the events. 

 

We begin our social media promotions a few weeks before the events so that more people from 

all regions of Nepal would learn about it and be able to plan a potential weekend vacation. The 

event frequently attracts some curious foreign visitors, who visit us during the festival.  

 

A few weeks before the festival, conservation awareness camps are held in schools around the 

village of festival site. Through an engaging and interactive presentation by our professionals, the 

young children are educated about owls and their significance. For owl-themed poems, story, and 

essays, an interschool competition was held. Winners of the competition are awarded during the 

festival and their work is displayed in the owl museum. 

 

The team travels to the event site a few days beforehand to set up the venue after making sure 

everything is ready. We collaborate with local organizers at the venue, plan event components and 

work on schedules. 

 

Finally, on the day of the festival we celebrate together. 

BACKGROUND 
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The promotion for the festival began a month before the event through sharing of promotional 

videos and photos about the venue, program description and promotional materials on our 

Facebook page.  We also announced a call for the poster presentation on our official Facebook 

page for national and international researchers to present their research and conservation activities 

during the festival. A press conference was conducted on January 25th in Kusma, district headquarter 

of Parbat, with the goal of reaching a wider audience and providing event details. The conference 

was attended by journalists (24) from different local and national media outlets. We also paid-

boosted our festival post for a week on Facebook to reach a larger audience digitally. Banners were 

set up at the festival site after the press conference, and their photos were shared in Facebook 

groups. Various renowned personnel across the country and abroad shared the event on their 

personal social media profiles.  We regularly share updates about preparation, weather forecasts, 

event details, logistics and transportation details on social media.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROMOTION 
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OVERVIEW 

 

Nepal has 23 species of Owls, and we are trying to protect 

and celebrate these magnificent creatures which serves a 

great ecological value to the food chain, from any possible 

threats like habitat destruction, illegal hunting through mass 

gathering spreading awareness and sharing cultural 

programs.  

Every year FON Nepal has been organizing Nepal Owl 

Festival in different parts of the country. The festival occurs 

for two days long in collaboration with local parties, the 

programs aim to spread awareness on owl conservation as 

well as promote local tourism.  This year, the 11th Nepal Owl 

Festival was held in Jaljala-5, Lekhphant, Lopre, Parbat on 2-

3 February, successfully gathered public raising awareness 

about owl conservation by blending conservation, culture, 

traditional games, and art. The festival took place at Malika 

Basic School, attracting around 3000 numbers of people 

including locals, students, researchers, and conservationists 

across the country.  

 

Before the festival, conservation 

camps were organized in fourteen 

schools to educate students about 

the ecological importance of owls. 

This initiative reached out to 800 

numbers of students. The festival 

featured an owl museum, cultural 

programs, organizational stalls, local 

traditions, cuisines, and games, 

including face and nail painting, 

which engaged visitors and effectively 

communicated messages about 

conservation and the ecological roles 

of owls. 
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Nepal Owl Festival 2024 was held in Jaljala Rural Municipality-5, Lekhphant, Lopre, Gandaki Province, 

Nepal. The location was 13 km uphill from the Beni Bazar, district headquarter of Myagdi at an 

altitude of 2300m and about 291 km away from Kathmandu. The Dhaulagiri range, Annapurna 

range and Mt Machhapuchre are the major scenic attraction of the place. The village has a large 

area of barren land with small hillocks with large patch of pine forest. Green-backed Tit, Long-tailed 

Minivet, Nutcracker, and Streaked Laughing thrush were few of the observed avifauna around Lopre. 

The main residency people were Pun in the uphill and Chettri in downhill. Lopre village has one 

homestay i.e. Lopre Falamedanda Community Homestay for domestic or foreign tourists. During 

the festival period, we have managed temporary homestays with basic facilities to accommodate 

large number of visitors. 

The beauty of Parbat captivated everyone's hearts. Our team and guests were fortunate to 

experience snowfall a day before the festival, adding to the welcoming atmosphere of the event. 

  

FESTIVAL SITE 

 

Lopre Village with Mt Dhaulagiri at the background 

How to reach Lopre ? 

1. Bus from Kathmandu to Beni. 

2. From Beni, you have the option to hire a jeep or take a local jeep uphill to Lopre.  

3. The journey from Pokhara to Beni takes approximately  2 hours, covering a road distance of 82 kilometers. 

4. From Beni, it takes about 2 hours to reach Lopre, which is approximately 13 kilometers uphill. 
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Owl mascot display at festival site 
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PREPARATION OF THE FESTIVAL 

 
The local partnership has always been crucial for the Nepal Owl Festival. Our team members visited the 

place numerous times before finalizing the venue. A series of meetings and coordination with the local 

community was conducted to discuss the components of festival. Natural Resource Conservation 

Organization, Lopre came forward to partner with FON Nepal for organizing the festival and took all the 

responsibilities of local arrangements. Following a positive interaction, discussions were held regarding the 

festival schedule, work distribution, budget, venue, school competition, conservation camp and 

accommodation. Subsequently, the Nepal Owl Festival 2024 Organizing Committee was formed in Lopre, 

Parbat, chaired by Yam Kumari Gurung which includes 17 committee members. Apart from this, 7 sub-

committees were formed to take responsibilities of security, cultural arrangements, games, sanitation, and 

fund arrangements.   

Responsibilities within the committee were assigned for organizing the Nepal Owl Festival. Malika Basic 

School was designated for museum venue, while the basketball ground was selected for setting up 

organizational stalls. Additionally, the forefront ground near the school was identified as the ideal location 

for setting up the stage and accommodating the crowd. 

Two weeks after the initial meeting, a follow-up session was conducted to review progress on the festival 

preparations, including stage setup, cultural program arrangements facilitated by local participants as stage 

setup and coordination with the school for organizing art, essay, and poem competitions. Later, one of 

our team members Suman Hamal visited to Lopre to conduct conservation camp around the school of 

festival sites. Also few days later, press conference was also held with journalists from different local and 

national media outlets. 

Meanwhile, the remaining team members in Kathmandu were busy preparing for the festival. They 

managed everything from packing necessary items like curio, information charts, drawings, paintings, owl 

frames, and owl books, banners, posters, stationery, wires/bulbs, designed certificates, awards, museum 

specimen and owl masks, to inviting guests and confirming organizational stalls and volunteer teams. As 

the festival days approached, we gathered volunteers to pack all the items rapidly and get ready to travel 

to the festival venue. 

All our volunteers arrived at the festival site on 28th January 2024 that is four days before the festival. From 

the day after, all the volunteers worked diligently to unpack all the items and prepare the decoration for 

setting up the owl museum.  
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All volunteers eagerly await the arrival of truck and jeep in Beni Bazar 

 

Arrival of truck at Lopre, Parbat with all packed items for Nepal Owl Festival  
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Volunteers setting up the owl museum in the school 
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Community members busy setting up stages, food stalls and swing for the Nepal Owl Festival. 
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School competitions in poetry, art, and essay writing were organized. The art competition was open 

to students within grade of 5, while the poetry contest and essay competition was for students in 

classes 9 and 10.  

We received the shortlisted essays and poems, which was evaluated by our team. Top 3 entries in 

each category were selected as winners. Winners were announced and awarded during the festival 

on stage. 

Competition Winner/ School Name First runner  Second runner 

Art  
 

Suraj Pariyar 
Shree Janakalyan Secondary School 

 

Karuna Armaja 
Shree Malika Adarbhoot School 

Ashwin Garbuja 
Shree Malika Adarbhoot School 

Essay  Samikshya pariyar  
Shree Janakalyan Secondary School 

 

Samikshya Khatri Chhetri 
Shree Janakalyan Secondary School 

 

Bishal Acharya  
Shree Krishna Bhawan Dharma 

Story  Smriti Regmi  
Shree Janakalyan Secondary School 

 

Raksin Mahat 
Shree Janakalyan Secondary School 

Sony K.C. 
Shree Janakalyan Secondary School 

 

 

 

  

SCHOOL COMPETITION 
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1 

2 

3

 

4

 
  

5

 

6

 
  

WINNER OF THE STORY COMPETITION 
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SECOND WINNER OF THE STORY COMPETITION 
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THIRD WINNER OF THE STORY COMPETITION 
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Students were educated about 

owls, their ecological significance, 

and the threats they face. Through 

slide presentations and owl-related 

videos, students learned about the 

importance of conserving these 

birds. Over 748 numbers of 

students participated in this 

conservation camp. Out of 748 

students, 353 students have seen 

owl, 2 students have seen owl egg, 

193 have heard the owl call, 10 of 

the students have consumed their 

meat, 274 numbers of students 

have catapult and among them 9 

have killed an Owl. We hope that 

our conservation messages reached 

to the students and teachers and 

lower the killing of an owl within 

the area. 

 

 

 

 

 

S.N. Name of the School  Total 

number 

of 

students 

1 Giddheswor Basic school, Kuwapani, Parbat 13 

2 Devisthan Basic school, Gairigaaun, Parbat 15 

3 Sivalaya Basic school, Sivalaya, Parbat 13 

4 Maalika Basic school, Lopre, Parbat 22 

5 Panchamul Basic school, Panchamul, Parbat 17 

6 Jyoti Secondary school, Okhareni, Parbat  56 

7 Gramprakash Higher Secondary school, Raatmaataa, 

Parbat 

48 

8 Himanchal Higher Secondary school, Naagi, Myagdi 85 

9 Vidhyajyoti Higher Secondary school, Mallaj, Parbat 48 

10 Phatkedhunga Lower Secondary school, Mallaj, 

Parbat 

38 

11 Mt.Everest Awasiya Secondary school, Beni, Myagdi 58 

12 Beni Boarding Secondary school, Beni, Myagdi 26 

13 New West Point Higher Secondary school, Beni, 

Myagdi 

202 

14 Shalija Secondary school, Shalija, Parbat 107 

 Total 748 

OWL CONSERVATION CAMP 
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Students watching owl documentary 

Students and school staff during the owl conservation camps  
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BIRD WATCHING 

During the Nepal Owl Festival, one of the favorite events is bird watching. We organize birding event as 

previous years, lasting 3 to 4 hours on both days of the festival. This year, Hira Malla from Pokhara Bird 

Society led the bird watching session and brought together 25 participants, including students and locals. In 

the pine-dominated forest area of Lopre participants witnessed diverse group of forest birds, raptors, and 

tits. The first day of the birding recorded 21 species followed by 29 species recorded in the second day.  

Asian Barred Owlet, Himalayan Griffon, Steppe Eagle, Yellow-billed Blue Magpie, Red-headed Tit, Rusty-

flanked Treecreeper, Rock Bunting, Bearded Vulture, Black Eagle, Eurasian Skylark, and Russet Sparrow are 

the few birds observed during the birding session. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



24 
 

Museum room filled with owl research equipment along with owl cups and photographs 

 

 The owl museum creatively decorated by all the volunteers in four rooms was displayed for the 

festival. Local visitors explored the decorated rooms and showed interest in certain displays. The 

volunteers assisted them by providing knowledge about owls and discussing owl conservation 

efforts. The robotic owl, owl call device and documentaries about owls of Nepal caught the eye of 

many, especially children, and added an extra exciting element to the festival, amusing everyone.  

THE OWL MUSEUM 

Ornithologist during birding event 
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Display of Owl Specimen and its prey  

Owl art on fruit  

Visitor watching Owl Robot 
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An array of owl statues, books, information, and photographs exhibited in the Owl Museum 
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Owl statues, owl curios, and other owl-related decorative items are displayed in the Owl Museum 

Profile of Nature Conservation Award winners and Local Conservation Award winners 
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Display items including owl books and photographs are being viewed by visitors 



29 
 

 

Nepal Owl Festival attracts various groups and visitors locally and across the nation. We witnessed 

the participation of numerous local groups- youth clubs, mother’s group, communities, and lot 

more in the two days event. The atmosphere was surrounded by several ethnic groups with their 

unique attire and culture. Kuwapani Samaj, Himsuseli Youth Club, Shivalaya Bhajan Samuha, Samaj 

Sudhar Mothers’ Group, Dhaulagiri Mothers’ Group, Karbakeli Samuha, Naumati Baja Samuha, 

Himanchal Higher Secondary School-to name a few were actively participated. Apart from this, 

visitors from Jajarkot, Kailali, Koshi and far away districts attended the mega event.  

 

 

 

  

PARTICIPATION OF VARIOUS GROUPS 
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THE CULTURAL PROGRAMS AND LOCAL GAMES 

The major festival attraction of Nepal Owl Festival has always been about different cultural performances 

and local games. This year too, there were many cultural programs performed by women group, student 

group and the local games. Visitors were seen enjoying the local and traditional dances like Purkhyauli 

Naach, Lakhe Naach, School Performance, Conservation Drama, Panche Baja, Jhankri, Suni Maya, Salaiju, 

Yanimaya Song, Theater Dance, Sorathi, and Bhajan.  Apart from these various local games like Thelo Falne 

(a kind of Shot Put game in which the spherical object known as ‘thelo’ is thrown from starting point, and 

the farthest distance covered wins), Bhurung (locally made wooden object, rotates when thrown with the 

help of rope, the longest rotation time wins), Ek Khutte (a kind of cock fight, in which one leg is folded 

and supported by hand. Game played inside circle and pushing the opponent), and Chil Chilla were 

performed in the festival. 

Welcome Song from FON Nepal 

Regardless of being busy while setting up the museum during the day, our volunteers gathered at the 

evening to practice the welcome song for the festival. The song is written by Prof. Karan Bahadur Shah 

and composed by Rajman Maharjan. The song when played during the festival engaged the audiences 

and few danced with their enjoyment too. 
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Children and women performing and welcoming everyone in the Nepal Owl Festival 
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Women performing cultural dance on the stage 
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Local men in their traditional attire performing cultural dances 
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Students from Institute of Forestry, Pokhara after performing their group dance on stage 

Visitors dancing and enjoying the cultural performances on stage  
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Thelo Falne- a traditional game played by the locals 

Bhurung-a traditional game played by the locals 
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Viewers enjoying and documenting festival events 
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OWL CONSERVATION GRANT 

TRADITIONAL SWING 

 

Every year on Nepal Owl Festival, we provide student with a 

grant amount who are willing to work on research and 

conservation of Owls. This year Owl Conservation Grant 

recipient- Sanskar Subedi, permanent resident of Kankai-3, 

Jhapa, is perusing bachelor’s degree in Institute of Forestry, 

Pokhara Campus. The grant is awarded for his project 

entitled “Assessing the influence of land use land cover in 

the occurrence of owls in Pokhara valley, Nepal.” 

We are positive the outcome from this project broadens the 

understanding on owls of Nepal. 

All the best for the project.  

Sanskar Subedi with certificate of the grant 

Local culture and traditional values 

are the important aspects of Nepal 

Owl Festival.  

We are thankful to local community 

for installing the swing made from 

the rope of dry straw and bamboo 

upon our request. Visitors enjoyed 

the traditional swing and were 

eagerly waiting for their turn for the 

unique experience.  
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The goal of Nepal Owl Festival is to spread conservation messages to every individual attending 

the event. To imprint the owls in the mind of visitors, we imply audio-visual methods. There is a 

separate documentary room, which showcases owl related documentaries, for instance owls of 

Nepal, ecological importance of owls, threats and myths, interesting facts/ behaviors, conservation 

measures, and previous owl festivals. The documentary runs the whole day and often seems 

crowded with people. Visitors seem to be excited and worrisome after leaving the documentary 

room and many of them discuss with our volunteers about their queries on owls.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OWL DOCUMENTARY ROOM 

Visitors waiting their turn in traditional swing 

Visitors enjoying the owl documentary 
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Nepal Owl Festival is one of the biggest conservation events in the country. Different veteran 

researchers and conservationists throughout the nation participate and deliver conservation 

speeches to highlight more about nature and environment.  

Conservation speech was delivered by Raju Acharya (Country Representative, World Owl Trust, UK), 

highlighting the ecological roles of owls especially focusing on owls as friends of farmers. He shared 

his experiences of previous owl festivals and praised the locals for being positive on conservation 

of nature and biodiversity. Similarly, President of Jaljala Rural Municipality Raju Prasad Acharya was 

excited to welcome huge number of visitors from different parts of the country. He was unknown 

about the importance of owls in ecosystem and had committed to contribute on nature 

conservation. There were at least ten local politicians/representatives of local government who 

delivered their speech on what can be done locally to contribute to nature conservation.   

Conservation speech: Raju Acharya (Left) and Raju Prasad Acharya (Right) 

CONSERVATION SPEECH  
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Owl Festival is an opportunity for different International, National, and local organizations to promote 

and advertise their works. We provide spaces for these organization to sale/distribute/promote their 

products in the festival. Small Mammals Conservation and Research Foundation, Bird Conservation Nepal-

Pokhara Branch, Bird Conservation Nepal, Nature Conservation and Study Center, Biodiversity 

Conservation Society, Nepal Ornithological Union, Bird Conservation Network Kailali, Pokhara Bird Society 

and Koshi Bird Society were some of the national organizations to set their stalls. Likewise, there were 

several local stalls which sell items exclusive to local culture and products.  People were seen to gather 

around these stalls to buy souvenirs and to get informed about the activities done by each organization.  

Friends of Nature also managed to set up small stall in the festival. Different items related to owl and the 

festival such as masks, cup, keyring, t-shirt, posters were displayed and sold. The amount collected from 

the stall shall contribute to organize next Nepal Owl Festival. 

SMCRF and Bird Conservation Nepal with their stalls 

FESTIVAL STALLS 
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Local foods in the festival stall 

Women trying owl earring on the FON stall Students visiting the festival stalls 

Bird Conservation Nepal, Pokhara Branch, showcasing their captivating owl stone art and owl drawings for sale at the festival stall 
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OWL DART BOARD 

Excitement filled the air as children gathered around the owl dart board, one of the festival's highlights. 

Two dart boards hung with owl and hunter pictures drew crowds. The aim was simple: hit the hunter for 

a prize, hit the owl for a fun fine. Many gathered to test their luck. Hitting the hunter earned them an owl 

mask, making them feel like winners. 
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Children wearing owl mask 
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The most crowded area in the festival-face painting and nail art are some of the many attractions. 

School children, local villagers, visitors and even guests were seen keenly waiting their turns with 

their own design to be made on face/nails. Our artists Ram Prasad Itani, Hunny Manandhar, Suruchi 

Mainali, Sushmita Khadka, Sikshya Gyawali, and Yangchen Sherpa were always busy and was a tough 

task to manage the crowd. However, they manage face paint/nail art for 800 people.  

FACE PAINTING AND NAIL ART 
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Researchers and conservationists from 

different organizations participated and 

presented posters about their work during 

the festival. 

Poster displayed in the festival 

a. Dhole Conservation, Suman Hamal 

b. Research and conservation of Egyptian 

Vulture, Milan Baral 

c. Research and conservation of Frogs, 

Suman Sapkota 

d. Ecological importance on owls, Menuka 

Shrestha 

e. Vulture conservation: Hemanta Dhakal  

POSTER PRESENTATION 
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FON takes gratitude towards awarding and celebrating nature conservationist and local level 

conservationist in every Nepal Owl Festival.  This year, Mr. Rajendra Suwal, Mr. Hirulal Dangaura, 

Mr. Yam Bahadur Rawat and Mr. Kumar Paudel were awarded for Nature Conservation Award (NPR 

25000 and certificates for each) while Mr. Adipta Giri and Mr. Sameer Regmi has been awarded with 

Local Conservation Award for their dedication toward wildlife conservation. Bird Conservation 

Network (Kailali), a dedicated organization for birds in western Nepal, has also received 

organizational felicitation. 

 

 

 

  

Nature Conservation Award winners in the stage with the Nepal Owl Festival organizers 

NATURE CONSERVATION AWARDS 
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Rajendra Narsingh Suwal 

Researcher and Conservationist 

Head - Partnerships Development, WWF Nepal 

 

Born in Kathmandu in 1962, Suwal's passion for exploring Nepal's diverse landscapes emerged at a young age. He 

commenced his journey as a naturalist at the Gaida Wildlife Camp from 1984 to 1990. Currently, he holds the esteemed 

position of Head of Partnerships Development at WWF Nepal. Inspired by influential figures like the late Hari Sharan Kaji 

and Karna Shakya, Suwal became a founding member of the ‘Nepal Bird Conservation’ at the age of 20. In 1994, he 

pioneered the concept of the Saras Crane Conservation Area in the Lumbini region. Additionally, he actively participates in 

the International Scientific Committee of Lumbini and the Environmental Protection Council for three years. 

 

With a postgraduate degree in Zoology, Suwal embarked on a remarkable journey, covering 58 districts, engaging in wildlife 

research, bird observation, photography, and Eco-tourism. He has authored 15 research reports on various species, along 

with 19 scientific articles, seven of which focus on nature-related topics published in national newspapers. Suwal has played 

a pivotal role in Nepal’s wildlife and tourism promotion, leading the production of 17 international documentaries 

showcasing Nepal's wildlife. Notably, in 1995, he authored the first red data book on wildlife published by the Government 

of Nepal. Suwal has been fortunate to host distinguished international figures such as former U.S. President Jimmy Carter 

(2013) and Japanese Crown Prince (Fumihito) (1996) during bird-watching visits to Nepal. Following in the footsteps of his 

father, the late Parashar Narsingh Suwal, a distinguished scientist, Rajendra Suwal has dedicated four decades to wildlife, 

biodiversity, and tourism. He firmly believes that studying, researching, and applying wildlife conservation practices can 

significantly contribute to the country's development. Beyond his academic contributions, Suwal has actively participated in 

conservation initiatives, documenting a new bird species (Bean Goose) for Nepal, and organizing various wildlife conservation 

workshops in Kathmandu, Lumbini, and Koshi regions. Notably, he is involved in the conservation and rescue efforts for 

owls in Nepal, showcasing his commitment to the broader cause of preserving Nepal's rich biodiversity. 
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Hirulal Dangaura 

Conservationist  

Field Project Officer, Bird Conservation Nepal 

 

Hirulal Dangaura, Kailali 
Conservationist  

Field Project Officer, Bird Conservation Nepal 
 

 

Hirulal Dangaura, aged 41, is a prominent advocate for bird conservation in Nepal. His conservation journey began as the 

president of the Eco Club at his school, founded in 2056 B.S. Over the past 24 years, Hirulal has actively studied, researched, 

and conserved waterfowl, migratory birds, dolphins, and other wildlife in the Kailali region. Starting during his school days, 

he participated in the Slang Shoot Control Campaign, contributing significantly by collecting over 3,000 slang shots. This 

effort earned him recognition through four national awards.For the last 14 years, Hirulal has served as a field project officer 

for Bird Conservation Nepal. He has actively participated in eight bird research expeditions across Nepal, contributing to 14 

published scientific articles. Holding a postgraduate degree in 'Rural Development,' he is also involved in community-based 

initiatives. 

Inspired by Bhoj Raj Shrestha (Guleli Baje), Hirulal has organized wildlife conservation camps for 75 schools and 250 local 

groups. Engaging 75 youth in the 'Community-Based Anti-Poaching Control' campaign, he has conducted over 10 radio 

interviews on bird-related topics. Hirulal documented 148 bird species in the Ghodaghodi region, including six owl species, 

and led the plantation of 22,000 seedlings. His active involvement led to the declaration of the 'Bird Conservation Sanctuary,' 

significantly impacting wildlife conservation in the region. Hirulal played a crucial role in organizing the 'Nepal Owl Festival' 

in Kailali District. Recently, he successfully rescued and rehabilitated five owl species in their natural habitat. 



50 
 

  

Born in the Salyan district, 33-year-old Yam Bahadur Rawat graduated from the Institute of Forestry, Pokhara. For the past 

eight years, he has been actively serving as a ranger in Banke and Shuklaphanta National Parks, acknowledged as an exemplary 

conservationist contributing to the study, research, and rescue of wildlife. His role model is conservationist Laxman Prasad 

Paudel. Yam Bahadur holds a particular interest in wildlife crime investigation, photography, and the rescue of reptiles. 

Recognizing the essential link between science and conservation, Yam Bahadur actively integrates scientific principles into his 

conservation work. Engaged in various wildlife crime control initiatives, he has almost lost his life twice in the line of duty. 

Despite these challenges, he continues to contribute regularly. 

Yam Bahadur has directly investigated 60 wildlife crime incidents. He has been involved in over 1,000 forest patrols for wildlife 

conservation offenses. He has conducted 260 awareness campaigns/ workshop for the conservation of species. His efforts 

have led to the successful rehabilitation and release of over 80 mammals, reptiles, and birds, including the rescue of 1,200 

snakes. He has played a vital role in organizing more than 200 bird-watching events and other wildlife observation events for 

many stakeholders. Yam Bahadur has authored eight scientific articles, and his book, "Butterflies of Shuklaphanta," has been 

published. He has recorded two species new for Nepal (Leopard Gecko and Laudankia Vine Snake). He has provided training 

to over 400 park employees on various dimensions of wildlife, including leadership roles. He has organized more than 50 

human-wildlife conflict resolution workshops. His contributions extend to investigating illegal trade and the conservation of 

owls too. He has rescued two owls.  

 

Yam Kumar Rawat 

Conservationist 

Ranger, Department of National Park and Wildlife Conservation 

 

Hirulal Dangaura, Kailali 
Conservationist 

Field Project Officer, Bird Conservation Nepal 
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Kumar Paudel 

Conservationist and Researcher 

Director, Greenhood Nepal 

 

 
Kumar Paudel, a 34-year-old native of Sindhupalchok, Nepal, has gained community recognition for his ability to articulate 

the outcomes of his advanced research in an accessible manner. Holding an MPhil degree from the University of 

Cambridge in the UK, Paudel currently serves as the director of Greenhood Nepal. 

In 2010, he delved into research focusing on individuals convicted of wildlife hunting and illegal trade within Nepalese 

jails, exploring the multifaceted aspects of "Hunting and trade." This research extended to compiled information on owls 

as well. Paudel initiated Gandharva, a traditional music initiative in Nepal, with the goal of curbing illegal wildlife trade 

and spreading awareness about conservation to thousands of people. 

While keeping wildlife parts at home is common among both elite and traditional individuals in Nepal, Paudel registered 

a case in the Supreme Court and successfully won. This legal victory facilitated government actions, allowing for the 

confiscation of wildlife parts as per the Supreme Court verdict. 

Dedicated to pangolin conservation, he spearheaded the "Pangolin Roundtable" and served as co-coordinator for two 

years in the National Youth Network for Rhino conservation. Paudel's expertise in biodiversity conservation and wildlife 

crime has led to collaborations with Interpol, the University of Oxford, and the University of Leicester. Throughout his 

journey, he has traveled to over 50 districts and more than 35 countries. 

In the realm of academia, Paudel has authored over 10 scientific articles and four books, covering topics such as 

community-based conservation, climate change, and forestry. Seven of his articles on forests and wildlife have been 

published in national newspapers. His contributions have earned him seven national and international grants and honors. 

Additionally, he has actively contributed to the environmental management course at Pokhara University and the 

International Union for Conservation of Nature. Thirteen of his students have been engaged in research. He has played 

a key role in developing 20 types of conservation posters, conducting more than 10 awareness camps, and producing 

five documentaries related to conservation.   
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Thirteen years ago, an organization was established in Kailali district, dedicated to the holistic development of 

women and the environment. It has been actively engaged in various areas such as agriculture, wildlife 

conservation, cultural preservation, and capacity building. Over this time, the organization has collaborated with 

230 young individuals, 2100 students, and 14 eco clubs, working together on diverse wildlife initiatives. 

 

In the Ghodaghodi wetland area, the organization consistently participates in bird monitoring and bird watching. 

It has played a pivotal role in curbing wildlife hunting and trade. Apart from its efforts in wildlife study, research, 

and conservation, the organization has undertaken activities such as publishing books and posters, working closely 

with schools and local communities. 

 

Notably, the organization has taken a leadership role in transforming Ghodaghodi wetland into a Bird Sanctuary. 

It achieved a milestone by successfully organizing the 10th 'Nepal Owl Festival'. 

 

 

ORGANIZATIONAL FECILITATION 2024 
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LOCAL 

CONSERVATION AWARD WINNERS 2024 

   

 
 
 

 
 
  

R K Adipta Giri 

Parbat, Nepal 

 

Protecting river through “Save the 

Kaligandaki River Campaign”, Conserving 

archaeological heritages through 

“Century House”, and Promoting 

ecotourism of Parbat district through 

writing, meet  Mr. R K Adipta Giri from 

Kusma Municipality-6, Parbat 

 
Samir Regmi 

Parbat, Nepal 

 

Exploring and advertising the natural 

touristic destinations in rural parts of the 

country, meet Mr. Samir Regmi from 

Kusma, Parbat  
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LONGTERM VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION AWARD 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Faces: Proud moment while receiving Volunteer Recognition Award 

Rajman Maharjan and Bishal Gautam was felicitated for their engagement for eight years in Nepal Owl 

Festival with Best Audience Award.  

 

Ram Prasad Itani was felicitated for his volunteer engagement and support in making Nepal Owl Festival 

successful for four years  
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LOCAL GAME WINNERS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Local game winners proudly awarded with certificates and cash  



56 
 

 

 

 

Nepal Owl Festival 2024 was covered by several local and national medias. Many individuals and 

media broadcast featured news and videos of the festival. 

 

 

 

https://t.ly/JrxkB https://t.ly/G0kC6 

https://t.ly/KOr_T https://t.ly/1WDaY 

https://t.ly/FNI1V https://rb.gy/ombs1b 

https://rb.gy/x2th8z https://rb.gy/tdkhn6 

https://shorturl.at/fuJW2 https://shorturl.at/hmyL8 

https://shorturl.at/ant25 https://shorturl.at/beJLM 

https://shorturl.at/eqzD7 https://tinyurl.com/yjr94xwe 

https://tinyurl.com/5n7xrptp https://tinyurl.com/mrwfd7t6 

https://tinyurl.com/yhcjsmp2 https://tinyurl.com/ymfpeckv 

https://tinyurl.com/muu4vnne https://tinyurl.com/3j5xf46t 

https://tinyurl.com/ymktyvue https://tinyurl.com/3uaw5wvp 

https://tinyurl.com/yz2wm475 https://tinyurl.com/92428wm8 

https://tinyurl.com/4t2bu6e8 https://tinyurl.com/2p9f8eh3 

https://tinyurl.com/362cjs5x https://tinyurl.com/3tbh6p9f 

https://tinyurl.com/39hh9amk https://tinyurl.com/2p7e5yn2 

https://tinyurl.com/32xzs9nz https://tinyurl.com/mrxaenwp 

https://tinyurl.com/2tm3xn23 https://tinyurl.com/mr2v5p94 

https://tinyurl.com/4rnzay36 https://tinyurl.com/mnutkbj5 

MEDIA COVERAGE 

Online News (National and Local) 

https://t.ly/JrxkB
https://t.ly/G0kC6
https://t.ly/KOr_T
https://t.ly/1WDaY
https://t.ly/FNI1V
https://rb.gy/ombs1b
https://rb.gy/x2th8z
https://rb.gy/tdkhn6
https://shorturl.at/fuJW2
https://shorturl.at/hmyL8
https://shorturl.at/ant25
https://shorturl.at/beJLM
https://shorturl.at/eqzD7
https://tinyurl.com/yjr94xwe
https://tinyurl.com/5n7xrptp
https://tinyurl.com/mrwfd7t6
https://tinyurl.com/yhcjsmp2
https://tinyurl.com/ymfpeckv
https://tinyurl.com/muu4vnne
https://tinyurl.com/3j5xf46t
https://tinyurl.com/ymktyvue
https://tinyurl.com/3uaw5wvp
https://tinyurl.com/yz2wm475
https://tinyurl.com/92428wm8
https://tinyurl.com/4t2bu6e8
https://tinyurl.com/2p9f8eh3
https://tinyurl.com/362cjs5x
https://tinyurl.com/3tbh6p9f
https://tinyurl.com/39hh9amk
https://tinyurl.com/2p7e5yn2
https://tinyurl.com/32xzs9nz
https://tinyurl.com/mrxaenwp
https://tinyurl.com/2tm3xn23
https://tinyurl.com/mr2v5p94
https://tinyurl.com/4rnzay36
https://tinyurl.com/mnutkbj5
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https://tinyurl.com/4s55jdkt https://tinyurl.com/bdzmj6at 

https://tinyurl.com/27jhrh3t https://tinyurl.com/2skc49ev 

https://tinyurl.com/5jms5hvy https://tinyurl.com/3xu4m89c 

https://tinyurl.com/5f2fw7ep https://tinyurl.com/3te5zf37 

https://tinyurl.com/ms5ca4t2 https://tinyurl.com/7bs7j854 

https://tinyurl.com/5pw25np9 https://tinyurl.com/5etubu9p 

https://tinyurl.com/5n662hun https://tinyurl.com/5n7p8dx4 

https://tinyurl.com/stef3ss7 https://tinyurl.com/a736z9jb 

https://tinyurl.com/bdeb93af https://tinyurl.com/25n5xn5p 

https://tinyurl.com/3dt96m6z https://tinyurl.com/4xt7kyfu 

https://tinyurl.com/ynrmj6pa https://tinyurl.com/2s33psuu 

https://tinyurl.com/3h6ubj57 https://tinyurl.com/yc4768yu  

 

 

 

 

https://shorturl.at/HMT07 https://shorturl.at/bcsyE 

https://rb.gy/qawsdj https://rb.gy/cpgki9 

https://tinyurl.com/2p8j7nb4  

  

 

 

 

https://tinyurl.com/2p7e5yn2 https://tinyurl.com/32xzs9nz 

https://tinyurl.com/mrxaenwp https://tinyurl.com/2tm3xn23 

https://tinyurl.com/mr2v5p94 https://tinyurl.com/4rnzay36 

Online News/Documentaries (International) 

YouTube Links 

https://tinyurl.com/4s55jdkt
https://tinyurl.com/bdzmj6at
https://tinyurl.com/27jhrh3t
https://tinyurl.com/2skc49ev
https://tinyurl.com/5jms5hvy
https://tinyurl.com/3xu4m89c
https://tinyurl.com/5f2fw7ep
https://tinyurl.com/3te5zf37
https://tinyurl.com/ms5ca4t2
https://tinyurl.com/7bs7j854
https://tinyurl.com/5pw25np9
https://tinyurl.com/5etubu9p
https://tinyurl.com/5n662hun
https://tinyurl.com/5n7p8dx4
https://tinyurl.com/stef3ss7
https://tinyurl.com/a736z9jb
https://tinyurl.com/bdeb93af
https://tinyurl.com/25n5xn5p
https://tinyurl.com/3dt96m6z
https://tinyurl.com/4xt7kyfu
https://tinyurl.com/ynrmj6pa
https://tinyurl.com/2s33psuu
https://tinyurl.com/3h6ubj57
https://tinyurl.com/yc4768yu
https://shorturl.at/HMT07
https://shorturl.at/bcsyE
https://rb.gy/qawsdj
https://rb.gy/cpgki9
https://tinyurl.com/2p8j7nb4
https://tinyurl.com/2p7e5yn2
https://tinyurl.com/32xzs9nz
https://tinyurl.com/mrxaenwp
https://tinyurl.com/2tm3xn23
https://tinyurl.com/mr2v5p94
https://tinyurl.com/4rnzay36
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Other photos… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



59 
 

 



60 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


