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FOREWORD 
We successfully celebrated the 2 days Nepal Owl Festival 2025 at Mithila Bihari 

Municipality Ward No. 2 and 3, Purandaha, Dhanusha, with the generous contributions and 

support from our partners and well-wishers. Friends of Nature (FON) Nepal is always 

indebted to all the partners, supporters and participants to make this event lively.  

 

Firstly, we extend our sincere gratitude to Mithila Wildlife Trust and Mr. Dev Narayan 

Mandal for their collaboration in making this event successful. We also appreciate Shree 

Sahid Chandeshwor Basic School for providing the space and materials to set up the 

temporary owl museum and for hosting the festival. A dedicated team from MWT, especially 

Sachin Kumar Singh, Sita Paudel, Sumit Jha, Pradip Ram, Amarnath Yadav, Ravi Sharma, 

Rasilal Pandit, and Dipika Lama, also deserve our heartfelt appreciation. Additionally, we are 

grateful to the entire team from MWT, Cultural Village, Climate change pioneers Madhesh 

team and Incredible Mithila for their support and contributions. 

 

A special gratitude goes to Mr. Raju Acharya, Country Representative of the World Owl 

Trust, and our Executive Director for his exceptional leadership along with fundraising 

efforts. We acknowledge Mr. Suman Sapkota, Program Coordinator at FON Nepal, for his 

pivotal role in supervision of the preparation, along with Mr. Ashish Thapa, Mr. Aayush 

Dhungana and Mr. Nikeet Pradhan for conducting school conservation camps. We are 

grateful to Ms. Barsha Adhikari and Ms. Sofiya KC for their support during preparation in 

Kathmandu. We acknowledge Mr. Nikeet Pradhan, Mr. Rohit Giri and Mithila Widlife Trust 

for capturing the precious moments of the festival. We also thank the Natural History 

Museum, Swoyambhu for providing the specimens of owls and their prey and Mr. Som GC 

for leading the birding team on both days of the festival. 

We highly appreciate Cosmos College of Technology (ICT Lab), Lalitpur for providing 

volunteers- Subash Poudel, Aayush Karki, Gaurav Neupane, and Bhusan Bartaula to provide 

technical support and functioning of owl robots- one of the major attractions of owl museum.  

Mr. Ram Itani, Ms. Hunny Manandhar, Ms. Dipa Gurung, Mr. Bipin Adhikari and Ms. 

Siksha Gyawali deserves an applaud for their artistic contribution through face paint and nail 
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painting. We appreciate Professor Karan Bahadur Shah for lyrics and Mr. Rajman Maharjan 

for composing music to make the welcome song magical.  

The volunteers from Institute of Forestry, Pokhara: Aayusha Bogati, Anshu Thapa Chhetri, 

Susmita Koirala, Ranjita Shrestha, Puja Adhikari, Aashish Pokhrel, Sunil Singh Bhandari, 

Kiran Dahal, Rojita Sharma Banjade, Pratima Tharu, Bipin Adhikari, Shiksha Gyawali, 

Ashish Pariyar, and Shikha Dangi deserve recognition for their conservation dance and 

drama. 

We are thankful to Nature Conservation and Study Center, Chandra Gurung Conservation 

Foundation, Nepal Ornithological Union, Wild Care, Bird Conservation Nepal, Raise Hands 

Nepal, Bat Friends Pokhara, IFSA Pokhara, Bird Conservation Nepal (Pokhara Branch), 

Nepal Conservation and Research Center, Society for Wildlife Research and Conservation, 

Jane Goodall Institute, Greenhood Nepal, WWFC Dang, Pokhara Bird Society, Bird 

Conservation Nepal (Hetauda Branch), Koshi Bird Society, and Small Mammals 

Conservation and Research Foundation for participating through organizational stalls. Local 

organizations showcasing culture and food stalls are also appreciated.  

We acknowledge Ms. Shila Gurung, Ms. Binita Timilsina, Mr. Ashish Thapa, Mr. Deepak 

Basnet, Ms. Prakriti Pathak, Mr. Ramesh Kathariya, Ms. Neeta Pokharel, Ms. Jyoti Sharma, 

Ms. Rashmi Dhital, Mr. Nari Soundarrajan, Mr. Aman Sunar, Ms. Anu Acharya, and Ms. 

Nikita Phuyal for presenting their research and conservation works through posters. We are 

obliged to Mithila Bihari Municipality Ward No-2 Office, Purandaha for their warm 

hospitality and logistic arrangements for our volunteers by providing hall and utensils for 

cooking. We are grateful to Shyam Kumar Thakur for arranging/cooking delicious meals for 

all the volunteers throughout our stay.  

Lastly, we deeply appreciate the dedication of our volunteers- Keshab Raj Sapkota, Bal 

Kumar Gurung, Prabal Bir Jung Rana, Binaya Ghimire, Anu Paudel, Sangam Poudel, 

Shusmita Basnet, Sudarshan Parajuli, Aayush Dhungana, Jyoti Sharma, Dipa Gurung, 

Saurabh Sapkota, Sujan B.K, Ashish Thapa, Prabesh Poudel, Samar Baniya, Ribu Gopali, 

Aman Ghamal, Nikeet Pradhan, Neha Joshi and Karuna Dahal.Thanks to everyone who 

contributed to making the festival a huge success.  
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Local villages in and around the festival site. 

 

Janaki Mandir, one of the most important religious sites in Nepal, is located 13 km away 

from the festival site. 

 

Local kids were happy to witness the owl festival in their village and had eagerly awaited it.  
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BACKGROUND 
Since its inception in 2012, the Nepal Owl Festival has steadily grown into a dynamic and 

multifaceted event. It is celebrated in solidarity with the International Festival of Owls, held 

every March in Houston, Minnesota. 

Our goal has been to bring the festival to various regions of Nepal, particularly where illegal 

hunting and trading pose significant threats to owl populations. By creating a lively and 

engaging festival atmosphere, we provide an opportunity for people to learn about owl 

species, interact with conservationists, and foster mutual understanding to promote the 

conservation of owls in Nepal. 

Our team puts in months of preparation for the festival, starting with finding the perfect 

location and collaborating with local agencies. A month prior the event, our team coordinates 

with the local organizer and handles all the necessary preparations. The process begins with 

logistical planning and gathering display materials for the festival. Our dedicated staff and 

volunteers, who come from diverse professional backgrounds, work tirelessly to support and 

enhance our mission. 

Local community members, organizer and representatives are vital to building and promoting 

the event. They collaborate with us to ensure the festival is both enjoyable and educational, 

making it essential to maintain strong relationships with the local organizer. After reaching an 

agreement with a local organization or community, a festival management committee and 

seven sub-committees are formed. This leads to several meetings to assign roles and discuss 

the eventôs structure, venue, and other important details. 

We kick off our social media promotions a few weeks before the festival to reach people 

from all over Nepal, helping them plan a potential weekend visit. The event often draws 

curious international visitors as well. 

A few weeks prior to the festival, we organize conservation awareness camps in schools near 

the festival site. Through engaging and interactive presentations by our experts, young 

students learn about owls and their ecological importance. An interschool competition 

featuring owl-themed poems, stories, and essays is also held. The winners are celebrated 

during the festival, and their work is showcased in the owl museum. 
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A few days before the festival, the team travels to the event site to set up the venue, ensuring 

everything is prepared. We work closely with local organizers, finalize event components, 

and coordinate schedules. 

On the festival day, we come together to celebrate and enjoy the event. 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

Owl written by t-shirts as a memorandum of Nepal Owl Festivals from 2012 to 2025 

The Owl Festival is designed and organized for people of all ages and genders. 
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GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 
The overall goal of the program was to enhance public participation in owl conservation in 

Nepal. The specific objectives were as follows: 

¶ To discourage the hunting and trade of owls in Nepal by elevating conservation 

awareness of local people, media, and political leaders. 

¶ To enhance the local capacity in owl conservation via education program. 

¶ To recognize the hidden conservation heroes of Nepal. 

¶ To promote traditional culture and games of the area. 

¶ To promote eco-tourism in the area. 

¶ To encourage and mentor young graduates for owl conservation via opportunity of 

volunteering. 
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PROMOTION 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every year we choose different region to conduct Nepal Owl Festival with a hope of 

spreading conservation messages to diverse communities. But it requires a great effort for the 

promotion and advertisement to cover a larger mass of probable visitors. We promote the 

festival and festival site all year round through our official facebook page and groups.  

The intense Promotion for the festival started a month before the event by sharing 

promotional videos, photos of the venue, program details, and other materials on our 

Facebook page. We also invited national and international researchers to present their 

research and conservation work through a call for poster presentations on our official page. 

On January 26th, a press conference was held in Cultural Village, Dhanusha, managed by 

Mithila Wildlife Trust, to reach a broader audience and share event information. The 

conference was attended by 8 journalists from various local and national media outlets. 

To expand our digital reach, we also boosted our festival post on Facebook for a week to 

reach audiences from Kathmandu, Dhanusha and Madhubani, India 

(https://www.facebook.com/share/p/18d3xWxAFH). Following the press conference, banners 

were displayed at the festival site, and photos of them were shared in Facebook groups. Many 

well-known figures from Nepal and abroad helped promote the event by sharing it on their 

personal social media profiles. 

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/18d3xWxAFH
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We consistently provided updates on social media about festival preparations, weather 

forecasts, event schedules, and logistics and transportation information. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Promotional Materials of NOF 2025 posted in Social Media 
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 Remainder for NOF 2025 designed by team of local organizer  
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Glimpses of Press Conference for NOF 2025 
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OVERVIEW 
Nepal is home to 23 species of owls, and we are committed to protecting and celebrating 

these magnificent creatures, which play a vital ecological role in the food chain. Through 

large gatherings, awareness campaigns, and cultural programs, we aim to safeguard owls 

from threats such as habitat destruction and illegal hunting. 

Every year, Friends of Nature (FON) Nepal organizes the Nepal Owl Festival in different 

regions of the country. This two-day event, held in collaboration with local stakeholders, not 

only raises awareness about owl conservation but also promotes local tourism. 

This year, the 12th Nepal Owl Festival took place on February 7-8 2025 in Mithila Bihari 

Municipality 2 and 3, Purandaha, Dhanusha in collaboration with Mithila Wildlife Trust. The 

event, hosted at Shree Sahid Chandeshwor Basic School, successfully brought together 

conservation efforts with culture, traditional games, and art. It attracted around 7000 

attendees, including locals, students, researchers, and conservationists from all over Nepal. In 

the lead-up to the festival, conservation camps were held in 27 different schools to educate 

students about the ecological importance of owls, reaching 2146 students. 

The festival offered a range of attractions, including an owl museum, conservation dance and 

drama, conservation posters, organizational stalls, local foods, local cuisines, bird watching, 

robotic display and local games. Activities like face and nail painting engaged visitors while 

effectively conveying messages about conservation and the vital ecological roles of owls. 

  
Inauguration ceremony with a tree planting by our esteemed chief guest, Ms. Carol Inskipp, 

renowned writer and ornithologist. 


